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The Knowledge, Need, and Usage of Medical Terminology in Clinical Nursing Practice
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify levels of knowledge, need, and usage of medical terminology in clinical nurses.
Methods: Participants for this study consisted of 127 clinical nurses who work at one general hospital located in Seoul in Korea. The
data was collected from April 1st to the 22nd in 2014. Participants responded to self-administered questionnaires about their knowl-
edge, need, and usage of English medical terminology, Chinese character medical terminology, and Korean medical terminology.
The data was analyzed using an independent t-test, one-way ANOVA, Duncan’s test as post hoc and Pearson’s correlation. Results:
The mean scores of knowledge and needs with English medical terminology were high. English medical terminology and Chinese
character medical terminology were more useful tools for disease than Korean medical terminology. Knowledge of medical terminol-
ogy was positively correlated between needs and correct use with the clinical nursing situation. Conclusion: Based on these results,
it can be concluded that medical terminology education for bio-nursing curriculum is important for clinical nurses and standardiza-

tion of essential medical terminology is needed.
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Participants (N=127)
- N (%) or
Characteristics Mean 5D (Range)
Age* (year) <25 35(27.8)
25-299 49 (38.9)
>30 42(333)
283+55(21-51)
Gender Male 9(7.1)
Female 118(92.9)
Position General nurse 115 (90.6)
Manager 12(94)
Education* College nursing 56 (44.8)
University nursing 66 (52.0)
The others 4(32)
Total work experiences <10 22(173)
(year) 1.0-49 47 (37.0)
50-99 34(26.8)
>10 24(189)
54+46(0-20)
Current working Surgical ward 19(15.0)
department Medical ward 42(33.7)
Operating or recovery 12(94)
room
Intensive care unit 23(18.1)
Outpatient department 21(165)
Emergency room 10(7.9)
Learning experience of Yes 30(23.6)
Korean medical No 97 (76.4)
terminology in
bionursing curriculum
Change process of medical Know exactly 3(24)
terminology* Know slightly 17(134)
Know little 84 (66.1)
Have no concern 22(17.1)
Source' Published medical 22(17.3)
dictionary
Korean internet search 74 (58.3)
engine
English internet search 21(16.5)
engine
Electronic dictionary 11(87)
KLME medical search 19(15.2)

engine

*Missing; "Multiple choice.

159 0.2 Ueiteh QA ATE Sash o) 9lo] Golelahg
ole] B} it 7318700 2 7P ) ehon], 9%
A G017k 392080 2 713 VA Ukebiek ofstgol 4 2
&AL Gololahfop7l B 60+ 17402 714 ton olof
A R4 o7k 48207, BEFA Golha7e18% w02

UERSTHTable 2).
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Table 2. Knowledge, Need, and Precise Use of Medical Terminology in

Clinical Practice (N=127)
Variables Mean+SD Range
Knowledge

Medical terminology 61£17 1-9

Korean medical terminology 25+15 1-7

Chinese medical terminology 51+19 1-9
Need

Medical terminology 73+18 2-10

Korean medical terminology 39+20 1-8

Chinese medical terminology 56+19 1-10
Precise use

Medical terminology 60£17 29

Korean medical terminology 27+18 1-7

Chinese medical terminology 48+20 1-9
o] g (71.7%) L= 7P kAL, S8t o] 7678(59.8%)
e Agelo] S 9 ok Ik 9 A gjele] 212} 438 (339%)
71531y U 71 Z 0] 20(22.8%)0 2 Lrefsteh 254 gole) 2
<, 353} jejo] 390702 14 o] AHgat Jejo
Vrebgt, Weele] S 9 957k 3628 3, Wgeele] 35
(276%© 2 Lyefsteh b4 o1l 4, olelatgoloh vzt
7h) 2 rgegeto] 69754, 3%)0] 1 10 2 st ofelo] 63
(49,6002 LYERITE 7|2 O]8Hg-010] 343t Akglo] 1H a4
8 7| S sk g shiet JelolH - ARGl S Bl

ko
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N
o 0
rlo
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a1goleb 3234 Gole] A4S 227] ool 22t 99m78.0%), 757
(59.19%) 2 2 714 W gt 7]&= LpERt, 71080 2 j4o] 88

(69.3%), 73%8(57.5%) 2 & =] LFER HHH, Shak4] -8-01 9] 74-9-
4] 9Jolo] 867(677%) O & 71 BT, -0 & 247] 9Jolo] 631
(49.6%)0- = LT,

QUATEBA} 7] elahgolz oA e thaA s ole)
o}-8-019] 9= AP 707(55.1%) 2 = 7HF =9kat, THEA
r5(24.3%), 2|7 277(21.3%) 0. 2 YERom, ft=54] 8019 73
© B} 547(42.5%) .5 7P =9k, OJA7} 247(189%) 0.8 L}
ehom, T34 ole] 44 oAt 986070 2 71 3t
I o302 ZES AR 3178(24.4%), BEA7T 3078(23.6%) 0 = LFEFE
CH(Table 3).
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= WA HerE 7 =307] izl
A5} H Table 4).

Aol A= 304 o TToARE0] Fofolahg-ofol theh A4 (F=
12.60, p<.001), Q= (F=4.86, p= 009)2}F 33 AF&-(F=11.70, p<

go1efat-g-ofo] st &

Table 3. Useful Area, Necessary Skill and Subjects of Communication

for Clinical Practice according to Medical Terminology (N=127)
Medical Korgan Chingse
) medical medical
Categories ooy terminology  terminology
n (%)
Useful area*
Anatomy 76 (59.8) 39(30.7) 63 (49.6)
Disease 91(71.7) 35(27.6) 69 (54.3)
Sign and symptom 43(339) 36(283) 22(173)
Diagnosis and test 43(339) 14(11.0) 27 (213)
Nursing process and recording 29 (22.8) 28(22.0) 24(189)
Necessary skill*
Listening 79(62.2) 36(283) 42(33.1)
Writing 99 (78.0) 75(59.1) 63 (49.6)
Speaking 66 (52.0) 25(19.7) 37(29.1)
Interpretation 88(69.3) 73(57.5) 86(67.7)
Subjects of communication*
Doctor 70 (55.1) 24(189) 39(30.7)
Nurse 31(243) 16 (12.6) 31(244)
Medical team 27 (213) 13(10.2) 23(18.1)
Patients 5(3.9) 54(42.5) 30(236)
Nursing students 1(08) 10(79) 3(24)
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o
ox

00D9f] Q1o A1 304 mRk THEARSHEF 7 QIASk= ZC. 2 e

stk ASjol A= TelAph dofolahgofel o A= 343, p-=
001), = R T (t=-240, p=.018) )2} A S5 A-8-(t=-2.08, p=-039 Vol 2

o|A] URIITARER 7 AASh= A= Hebth 3 72l
Az 5 IR ZESARETE 5 o4 10| m|Rt Ik ALof| A, 51 o] 4
109 19 ZES AR = 104 o4 TESAFE ol A] Gof2fshg-ofo]]
tfgk K Alo] =A] QIAESIL(F=776, p<.001), 5 w7k ARECH
5 o] ZF Aol A] gojefel-gojof Higt R et EA QIAE]
UOH(F=3.07 p=.030), 14 w|PF TFo AR TH= 1 o] 4 5 w]qk
ZEE Ao A, 1 o) 5 wek ZHEARR = 51 o ZHeARSl
A o] olEh-g-0]o) thst A skst } o] =7 AR = HF=8.09,
p<001). @ LFFA 7§‘T‘» *}7} AA8H= 2] %0101]

nE

HOﬂ TSP% 7J
] /\}—9-0}_’ Tkl QIAJE}kaL

i¥ﬂﬂﬂ®ﬂ4ﬂ
QATHE =340, p=.007).
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*Multiple choice. AAZFS A} Q1A|5)= 7| 2 oJ8kg-olof tjat 2| 4], WQ & W
Table 4. Knowledge, Need, and Precise Use of Medical Terminology in Clinical Practice by Characteristics of the Participants (N=127)
Knowledge Need Precise use
Characteristics
Mean +SD torF(p) Mean+SD torF(p) Mean+SD torF(p)
Age* (year) <25 53£17° 1260(<.001) 6618 486(009) 51£16" 11.70(<.001)
25-299 58+16° (a<b) 74+19° (a<b) 58+16° (a<b)
>30 70+13° 79+15° 6.8+14°
Gender Male 60+13 -0.10(918) 70+£20 -057(570) 60+19 0.06 (954)
Female 61£17 74£18 60£17
Position General nurse 59+17 -343(.001) 72+18 -240(018) 59+17  -2.08(039)
Manager 76+12 85+ 1.1 69+16
Education® College nursing 60+15 0.52 (.598) 74+18 0.70 (.497) 60+16 0.36 (.696)
University nursing 60+18 72+18 59+17
The others 68+20 82+15 66+23
Total work experiences (year) <10 50+£15  776(<.001) 66+18  3.07(030) 47+16°  809(<.001)
1.0-49 58+15° (a<b<o) 71+£19° (a<b) 58+1.7° (a<b<q)
50-99 6.5+18° 77419 6.5+£1.6°
>10 70£13° 80+13° 68+13°
Current working department  Surgical ward 60+16 2.01(.082) 74+16°  281(019) 58+1.0°  340(007)
Medical ward 58+18 72+18 (a<h) 56+19° (a<h)
Operating or recovery room 65+18 76+23° 57+2.7°
Intensive care unit 60+15 65+1.7° 5714
Outpatient department 64+15 77+15° 66+16°
Emergency room 74+10 88+1.1° 76+10°

post Hoc: Duncan test.
*Missing
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Table 5. Correlations of Knowledge, Need, and Precise Use of Medical
Terminology in Clinical Practice (N=127)

Knowledge Need Precise use

r(p)

Knowledge
Need 37(<.001) 1
Precise use 43(<.001) 1

o
()
2

0} oF0](+) AFIIA S BT (Table 5). 7)1 % <J3}
A& (r=.37, p<.001)2} Z-8-(r= 43,
, 712 oJgkg-ofo] gt 11“01 =
EPtTHr=73, p<.001).
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(International classification of disease)2} <A 3| 5-8}3] & 2] 3] (Inter-
national federation of societies of anatomist)o|A] 7|2 0. &2 F0t
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