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Effect of Public Library-Mediated Information Sharing on the
Construction of Social Capital
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ABSTRACT

This research empirically analyzed the effect of information sharing through the use of public
libraries on the construction and consolidation of social capital of individuals. Through the survey
targeting public library users, it was identified that the frequency of public library use and the
participation of public library programs have positive effect on the recognition of information sharing
and the reliability of information shared. In addition, information sharing among people became
more active when public libraries mediate their information activities. This public library-mediated
information sharing positively affects the construction of structural and relational social capital.
In contrast, it does not have significant meaning on the construction of cognitive social capital,
which means that information sharing and the use of public library relatively concentrate on satisfying
personal information needs.
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Public Library, Information Sharing, Structural Social Capital, Cognitive Social Capital,
Relational Social Capital
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* p<0.05, ** p<0.01
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