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ABSTRACT : There has been a rapid increase in the foreign population in Korea over the last ten
years and the trend in the residential segregation of foreign population is more conspicuous than ever.
Despite the increasing importance of the residential segregation, too little attention is given to the
spatial distribution of the foreign population in the previous literature. This study aims to identify
the segregation patterns of migrants from a spatial perspective. Using the statistical year book of
Seoul, this study examines the distributional patterns of migrants by nationalities and purpose of stay
(status of residence). In addition, the degree of residential segregation is investigated using the index
of dissimilarity which has very frequently been used as a measure of inequality. The results of this
study show that the patterns of residental distribution vary considerably according to the nationalities
and purpose of stay. Moreover, the degree of residential segregation also shows a great deal of
variation according to different nationalities.

Key Words : foreign population, minority group, residential segregation, dissimilarity index, cluster
analysis
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