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Kim, Jie Young. 2008. The patterns of interaction in synchronous
computer-assisted communication. Korean Journal of English Language
and Linguistics 8-1, 21-49. This research examines patterns of
interactions between college students wusing a synchronous
computer-mediated communication tool, a chat program. The 20
participants were paired to form 10 dyads. These pairs worked
together on six tasks: two decision-making, two ordering a picture
sequence, and two free discussion tasks. To investigate pairing
proficiency’s effects on the amount of both language use and the
negotiation of meaning, statistical analyses were performed. The
results show that there are no significant differences between
similar language proficiency pairs and different language proficiency
pairs. To investigate the contents of interactions between
participants in detail, a qualitative analysis of the chat script was
undertaken. The qualitative analysis of this study suggests: 1)
delayed negotiations of meaning occur in CMC tasks; 2) negotiation
of meaning is not a strategy that participants are predisposed to
employ when they encountered non-understanding; 3) students use
other strategies in interactions, such as self-correction.

Key Words: interaction, negotiation of meaning, computer-mediated
communication
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Al 1.

1. C: He is in the garage and has an ax.
C: that’s all I have.

2. A: I don’t know as.
A: ax

3. C: you use it, when you cut down trees
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C: it’s made of steel, I guess.
(from Smith 2003, p. 42)
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K: We need capital punishment.
: What is the reason?

: emmm...

: OK. I will do first.

There are many people who disagree with capital punishment.

N~ N

They wusually say that it is also important to respect the
murder’s right.
Sorry, there is wrong point -_-
The murderer. - -
K: T think all murderer might not be penitent for one’s sin.

I think all murderer might not be penitent for their sin.

24 s Hol 2370
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Te welsts Pae BelEa ok
et = 8 A" Fo) T ogel 2ol ASE Wolfst fAL®
gebd 2 ARGl TH R

A5-2d], SeF M2 A" A ALESE ©o] = FAIE oY, S
7} M& o]Zo] Yoyt thEtE olojrta = dAAS AE H o
B XA BAFE o9 oA 32 gx7} I™-EA 257
AS FPeIS W W AS 3ot

dlA] 3.

S: Cheer up... sweety
M: Thank you!!*
S: It seems like pretty difficult...
M: I think so
I don’t know what to do...
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S: We could handled it... don’t worry.
Let’s start!!
M: Sure..kk
S: Will you describe your picture first?
M: Can you do that first?
I need to understand how to do...
S: Take it easy. we have a lot of time...
M: yep.
S: OK. A man, who wearing an overalls is standing in the

garage... (=)

M: I will describe picture A.

S: OK

M: He almost finish. It's last step. He is arraging the things.
That’s all I think. (X3)

St e HujzA FAFPS o]Fortal oy, M FAE
53 4o A"HoZ Fo| & FYIIAA AAE FYP A, 7]
Tof] AJgJet AE-ZAL A M2 2@t w37 FA 7 7HE Ev)
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A A] 4.

: picutre B. it is describe clean garage.

: let’s explain in detail.
: OK.

The picture extend clean the garage

Q
N: um... so vague..
N
Q

And a man smiling look at his garrage.
N: In my picture D, in a sooooooo messy room, there are 2
people, woman and man. He ride something to clean a
garage. Ax is placed on the table and tricycle is also placed
on the table.
What was the scene? A, B, C?
B
: OK. (B) picture explains bla~ bla~ bla~ please~~

: I describe...

QZRZ0R

. show clene
sorry
show cleaned garrage.

N: ok~ no problem. we can do it. calm down..

ALl Qe B W3t
HA feval =4 o B2
Abgsld Q7F AMe #2A &
ge st 2y No| dro] o33 “‘T“é%}oq ‘3 A %E]'
v 8HdE EF3a Qe olv] AW AeS “I describe.."gt=
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o A] 5.
R: Somtimes I think supportting murder’s life is tax wasting.
P: no it's not
murderers are people as well
it'’s against the morals of the world
to just kill someone
just because it's costly
to keep them alive
R: What does 'just kill someone just because it's costly to keep
them alive" mean?
P a28yzt 1 AAE AT
Aes 2o HAta
AR FA EAEA
A ol Hut
R: Of course !!!!

(=)
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M

P: murders and inmates are citizens as well
and a country or a nation has the responsibilities
to take care of them
even when they’re stuck in prison
some measurements has to be taken to ensure that they meet
humane requirements
im not trying to say that
i either agree or disagree
i don’t really care
but still
i could say
that your logic
is flawed to begin with

R: I understnad your opinion.
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A: I have magnifying glass.

J: I think I give corkscrew to mother.
A: Why do you want that?

(21 line A3 =F..)

J: magnifying glass? what?

A: ohohoh.. it's good.

J: what is this?

A: oh. it is used for magnify objects.

J: I don’t know

A: ok ok.
Then more easily
J: Yes
A: it can make objects more bigger.
J: Yes

A: it is glass
J: a ha~~
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Ok. I understand.

A7} magnifying glassE AF WA, JoF A= 2 ©ojol] Bk o
v @4s uE A & }‘:]' 212k o] 2Rk Ft JoF A=
corkscrewel W& tistE rQla F FARIE JAYAE BS
W], J= magnifying glass7} F-AAAE AA HEsIATh 1 ZE
o] ANY HtE v TAHH A As Alg ol il tigh oA
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it"'o 2 AlZS 3R oW, AT magnifying glassell g AWS 3t
Ak uige] vE dojuA] Fa A A€ (delayed) B-¢= &4
ANEE ol&3 AT =AM AF BHuds 4T o] t(Smith,
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248 HTH(Maccoby, 1990). 919 Ct dudel W3ls o83}
A Faithe dEe ke Aol F ARt ¥AE AENE 5
e BAAY axvt @ 5 dva AZste] o8y fv@EdEs
ks dde AWsta ok d7AE F9E BESHME 5d
g Aol =T £, 53] AFHYSE o]Fo4x =AM Y
oluf ojF)e] 275 AHAY o7t JHA e FEE AH A
Be ddol FEIHHES TASAT. on] @2 S A=
He deAEe] dee] ohyglen we M= IR A&
7b ev g vled vl e & & Atk

® #7143 (self-correction)

j= TEYe or #de AA ey, AT|FHe] w2 Hol
ATh. Tl oAl 72 Y A REVA YEhd F e A

Al 7.

K: The car is out of the garage.
He stand of of garage too.
out of
(11 =zt o] %)

C: and he is hanging snow shobel.
shovel

K: OK

AYAZ 2 RFo] 2] FHo| Yol PRI, Ry B
A 2FE Aol £AF Aoln, el vo] Auo] EAl7}
o1 A7) $90] Lold AeE A Uk oY@ 474
o ougael Yojuhs QAL HwHoE AARE BHTL AN
om, gugel oldlsx Rt RS HAZ WA Lopxym
F4E e FezA v wgo] e ofE PERAoE A
Bl i sl

Schwartz(1980)° w2, vl ® A5 Ato]o] &3l WeA=
A7) #40l & TR 4 Eu ddga o ol Hihe
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