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Abstract
Al and Singularity: Faustus Myth and Transcendence
Sookhee Cho

Posthumanism as one of the major issues in the area of the humanities, was
developed from Transhumanism which was first discussed by a futurologist, Max
More. Since then many futurologists have worked to define the concept of
posthumanism. It is generally accepted that a posthuman is a new kind of human
being, equipped with new technologies such as  Al, robotics, IT, cognitive
science, nanotechnology and so on. Ray Kurzweil suggests that posthumanism
will ultimately face the moment of "Singularity" which means the moment
when the speed and influences of future technologies work together to make a
totally different environment never experienced before. Then a posthuman is
transformed to an omniscient and omnipotent entity--almost like God. Indeed,
humanity has desired to achieve the superpower possessed by God from time
immemorial, which is reflected in the myth of Faustus. This paper delves into the
human desire by comparing Faustus myth with a film, Transcence, mainly using

Ray Kurzweil's theories on futurology.
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Singularity is a free, cross-platform and open-source computer program that
performs operating-system-level virtualization also known as containerization. One
of the main uses of Singularity is to bring containers and reproducibility to
scientific computing and the high-performance computing (HPC) world. The need
for reproducibility requires the ability to use containers to move applications from
system to system. Using Singularity containers, developers can work in
reproducible environments of their choosing and design, and these complete

environments can easily be copied and executed on other platforms.10)
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