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Abstract

Analysis of Trends and Contents of Multicultural Early Childhood
Language-related Research

Young Eun Chang, Mi Young Sung, Moon Soo Chang, Sung Suk Kim & Ah Reum Lim

Children of multicultural families are known to have difficulty in language
development such as lower level of phonological awareness and receptive and
expressive vocabularies ability because their language development in early years
is influenced by non-Korean parents. Therefore, more research interest on
language development and education is required to improve the Korean ability of
young children from multicultural families. The purpose of this study is to grasp
the interest in language development of multicultural children in academia based
on the recognition of the importance of Korean language education for children
of multicultural families through the systematic accumulation of research results.
We conducted a word cloud analysis focusing on research types, topics, and
research methods based on 113 papers published in academic journals from 2010
to 2018. As a result, first, the number of studies in the period showed an increase
and decrease over time but an slight overall decrease. Second, most of the
researches were conducted on infants and elementary school students, and there
is a lack of language development studies for toddlers who are experiencing rapid
developmental periods. Third, research on multicultural preschoolers was mainly
focused on quantitative research, and further research on qualitative research is
needed for further research on multicultural preschool language development.
Fourth, as a result of examining the academic research trends, it was confirmed
that policy research related to language of children of multicultural families is
lagged and it is necessary to expand the policy research focusing on language
education and programs for young children. This study was meaningful in that it
helped understanding the current status of the literatures in language development
among children from multicultural families and provided the future direction in
research in Korean education for the children.
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