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Abstract

An Exploratory Study on Improving the Governance of National

Standards of Korea: Focused on the Modified Network Governance
Model

Lee, Yong Kyu & Cheon, Ji Eun

In order to respond and adapt to the changing times in a flexible and prompt manner, the
Korean government has been making efforts to change the operating system of national
standards to a bottom-up structure with the private sectors leading and the government
participating by introducing and operating the pan-ministerial participatory standard
system. However, the state is faced with a demand for more innovative improvement having
to deal with complicated circumstances of the modern society. Therefore, this study aims to
suggests a direction for improving the governance of national standards of Korea by
examining the current situations of national standards governance and drawing an
alternative model from revising the existing network governance model in accordance with
the context surrounding the operating system of national standards.

As a result of examining the current situations surrounding the governance of national
standards of Korea, various problems were found such as the lack of role and activeness of the
private sector; passive participation of the administrative departments as well as the Ministry of
Trade, Industry and Energy and the Ministry of Science and ITC; lack of speed with establishment
and revision in the active competition for preoccupancy of standards according to the vitalization
of fusion and convergence; and absence of a third party organization for efficient arbitration
during private-private, private-public and public-public cooperation or conflict situations.

Based on these findings, the past, present and future alternatives of national standards
governance in Korea were classified. As a result of examining the functional excellence of
governance models, it was found that the most functional model is the ‘Independent
Administrative Organization’, followed by the ‘Distributed Self-governed’, ‘lead organization’
and the Distributed Hierarchy.” In particular, the Independent Administrative Organizations
network as an alternative governance model is judged to be superior in terms of securing market
acceptance, speed with establishment and revision as well as appropriateness and justification
of the role of private sector because both the private and public sectors participate on even
ground and communicate in a cooperative manner through the third party organization.

Key Words: standard, standardization, national standard, network, governance



