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The ‘Yellow Ribbon’ for the Victims of Sewol Ferry Disaster and the ‘Binge Eating Struggle’ by the llbe—Users:
The Typicality of Empathy and Hate and Its Untypical Life-~World
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The ‘Yellow Ribbon’ for the Victims of Sewol Ferry Disaster and the ‘Binge Eating Struggle’ by the libe-Users:
The Typicality of Empathy and Hate and Its Untypical Life-~World

SRR EREE T

<Figure 1> Trends in the Frequency of Texts on the Sewol Ferry Disaster in the

Online Community ‘Today Humor’

<Figure 2> Trends in the Frequency of Texts on the Sewol Ferry Disaster in the

Online Community ‘Daily Best (llbe)’
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The ‘Yellow Ribbon’ for the Victims of Sewol Ferry Disaster and the ‘Binge Eating Struggle’ by the llbe—Users:
The Typicality of Empathy and Hate and Its Untypical Life-~World

AR, £ S0 9414919l AdTaE £ AP g4
tiElchs Zolch 2R o A Algs AR ZA|F G715l it F
A ol A2 vjshEct o A&l b whal, TUH] oA Aol
oll Tg ulghe Hlgshs Zlo] $4Hol $7hSe] FrekLk vl
etk offie Kt FapFo]qlct.

"2t Alds B ANl FFdke AR 2015 7Y, 1049,
2016\ 39, 7441, o] Al7jol| Tefn o] AlEE el AASS AR
W, Algs AR SR W ohriE e, Ads 58] S5 2ol
gz A 9 deiael B AIES AR St £ Zlo] gl
oltt. "2 o) fAEC] AldE ARl BE 7H =8 olf= AlY
3 AR el gt Frelqleh. e o A R AXZelAe
Alds ARzdo] AR 20149 fwt 2] Aol it vl o] 71
Wol yehdth 11 oj3 e AlET AR s1gRket oSl digt
Fitol duEA o wol pehdtt.

<Table 1> Frequency of Topics in Texts on the Sewol Ferry Disaster in the ‘Today

Humor’
2014 2015 2016 2017
Criticism of the Park Geun—Hye government 330 62 13 6
Sympathy for the family of the Sewol victims | 247 86 27 33

o} v Tdul fAE AYES ARdol B3 olset U
A5 A0 71 Bol TS BTk o AS 2 ol 7
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2017 3¥o] A2 1 F Folw), 4= Y3 AHA

o gk Gl L A 4 U ol WA u) AYE Ao

<Table 2> Frequency of Topics in Texts on the Sewol Ferry Disaster in the ‘llbe’

2014 2015 2016 2017

Blame for the critics of the Park

2
government 9 " 5 36

Blame for the family of the Sewol victims 13 33 13 7

NEWY HolE A 918 712 AUE Bl ANZOIA )
g s FEeAA tets GRSl et B4L Bl =2
ek 2 AYS ARl iRt 91 Ak LS el i B
R 78 /|ZOE SHT. WIS BASH AT HolE Ak
She S sol g, TUHl 5 Lokl T AYE SEUA E-
AAY 5 osterel B2g W BEATE
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The ‘Yellow Ribbon’ for the Victims of Sewol Ferry Disaster and the ‘Binge Eating Struggle’ by the llbe—Users:
The Typicality of Empathy and Hate and Its Untypical Life-~World
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<Table 3> Information about the Participants of the In-depth Interviews

S_enal number, ) Po_lnmgl Social and Political Number of
nickname, and | Sex inclination ) )
o Engagements interviews
age (self—description)
Al Minjeong(48) f progressive 2
A2 Yuiin(39) | 1 respect of N 3
human dignity participants of the
A3 Mina(37) f progressive activities for the victims 3
A4 Seheui(44) f center—right and relatives of the 2
A5 Suok(32) f progressive Sewol Ferry disaster 2
A6 Yuseon(20) f 1
A7 Miseon(45) f 2
activities criticizing the
B1 Taeyeong(20)| m unclear campaigns for Sewol 2
victims
B2 Sunbong(38) | m right user of thg libe 2
community
B3 . . former a;tivlst ‘of a
Heungmin(34) m liberal right you”]nghrﬁmng 2
organization
B4 Jincheol(21) | m right user of the libe 3
community
) supporter of President
B5 Yeseul(59) f conservative 2
Park
former activist of a
B6 Noeul(31) f conservative youth right—wing 2
organization
c1 f 1
Seungheui(28)
o2 indifferent to Sewol
Hyeonwoo(29) m issue, but critical about 3
Park government
sympathy for the
C3 Deokbae(27) | m neutral victims, but no support 1
of their actions
right—=wing, but critical
C4 Gijeong(25) m more or l?SS about the Park 2
conservative
government
disagree on
C5 Wonjae(32) m | politically neutral | politicization, but agree 1
on finding the truth
left=wing, but opposed
C6 Cheolsu(62) | m more value on to politicization of Sewol 1

life than profit

issue
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The ‘Yellow Ribbon’ for the Victims of Sewol Ferry Disaster and the ‘Binge Eating Struggle’ by the llbe—Users:
The Typicality of Empathy and Hate and Its Untypical Life-~World

S_erlal number, : Pgl|t|o§| Social and Political Number of
nickname, and | Sex inclination ) )
o Engagements interviews
age (self—description)
left—wing, but opposed
C7 Giseok(28) m to politicization of Sewol 2
issue
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The two reactions to the Sewol ferry disaster, symbolized by the
‘vellow ribbon” and the llbe users’ ‘binge eating struggle, showed that
South Korean society has two faces together: empathy and hate to the
weak and vulnerable in society or, more generally, to those who are in
need of help of others. In order to understand the structures of the
internal meaning systems of the contrasting typicalities and the course
of action that unfolds from them, this research conducted in—depth
interviews with those who patrticipated in activities for remembering the
Sewol disaster and demanding the ‘truth, on the one hand, and those
who actively produced and circulated hate discourses about the victims
of the Sewol disaster and the sympathetic reactions to them, using
semi-structured questionaries about their primary concerns and
motivations and paying particular attention to what kind of world-views,
value—orientations, and personal experiences they were introducing and
highlighting for justifying their reactions to the Sewol disaster. The

results of the study showed that the ‘yellow ribbon’ and ‘binge eating
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struggle’ did not simply reflect conflicting opinions on the Sewol incident,
but were related to more fundamental differences in terms of the
degree of the concern about the incident itself, the existence of a
willingness to understand the issues, their world-views about what society
and other people mean to every individual, and their value-orientations

concerning what a society should look like.

Key Words: Sewol, Empathy, Hate, Life-world, Ilbe
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