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Abstract: Based on rate constant concept, empirical models were presented for the predictions
of age-dependent development of compressive and split tensile strengths of geopolymer concrete
composite (GPCC) with fly ash (FA) blended with ground granulated blast furnace slag (GGBFS).
The models were empirically developed based on a total of 180 cylindrical test results of GPCC. Six
different independent factors comprising of curing temperature, the weight ratios of GGBFS/binder,
the aggregate/binder, the alkali solution/binder, the Na;SiO3/NaOH, and the NaOH concentration
were considered as the variables. The ANOVA analyses performed on Taguchi orthogonal arrays with
six factors in three levels showed that the curing temperature and ratio of GGBEFS to binder were the
main contributing factors to the development of compressive strength. The models, functionalized
with these contributing factors and equivalent age, reflect the level of activation energy of GPCC
similar to that of ordinary Portland cement concrete (OPC) and a higher frequency of molecular
collisions during the curing period at elevated temperature. The model predictions for compressive
and split tensile strength showed good agreements with tested results.

Keywords: GGBFS; compressive strength; split tensile strength; geopolymers

1. Introduction

With mechanical and long-term material properties comparable to those of ordinary Portland
cement concrete (OPC), along with its cost-effectiveness and environmental friendliness, fly ash-based
geopolymer concrete (GPC) has become an attractive target to researchers as an alternative structural
material to OPC [1-7]. Recently, geopolymer concrete composite (GPCC) has emerged with an alkali
activated binder of a mixture of fly ash (FA) and ground granulated blast furnace slag (GGBFS) [8-11].
GPC blended with GGBFS enables the mixture to develop its compressive strength even at ambient
temperature during the curing period [12-14].

Previous experimental results, mostly based on paste or mortar, showed that the development
of the mechanical properties of geopolymer or its composite is influenced by various factors, which
are listed in Table 1. A partial replacement of FA with GGBFS has also been observed to reduce the
workability of GPC by a decrease in the setting time with the accelerated reaction, and by an increase
in the amount of irregular shaped slag particles in contrast to spherical shaped FA [7,13,15-20].
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Table 1. Factors and their ranges considered in different literatures.

Factors Units Binders Types Min. Max.
T [10,21-23] °C FA, GGBFS, Metakalin GPCC, GP, GPC 25 90
rGs [22] - FA, GGBFS GPCC 0.30 0.55
rag [16,24] - FA GPC 3.78 7.77
ras [24-26] - FA GPC, GP 0.30 1.25
roy [13,24] - FA GP 1 2.5
Nc [21-23,27] M FA, GGBFS GPCC, GP 5 14
Curing medium [28] - FA, GGBFS GPCC - -

Type of aluminosilicate source
[27,29]

Note: curing temperature (T); the weight ratios of GGBFS/binder (rgs); the aggregate/binder (rag); the alkali
solution/binder (ras); the Na;SiO3/NaOH (rsp); and the concentration of NaOH in terms of its molarity (N¢).

- FA GPC, GP - -

As a limited number of studies have been conducted on the compressive and split tensile strengths
of FA-based geopolymer concrete composite blended with GGBFS (GPCC) as well as their predictions,
experimental investigations based on the Taguchi method were performed in this study in order
to observe the effects of different factors on the fresh and hardened properties of GPCC. Based on
these test results, empirical models predicting the compressive and split tensile strengths of GPCC at
different ages were also presented.

2. Experiments

2.1. Materials

The base materials were low calcium FAs partially replaced with GGBFS. The chemical
compositions of the FA and GGBFS determined through X-ray fluorescence (XRF) are given in
Table 2. FA is classified as Class F in accordance with ASTM C618-12a (2012) [30]. FA and GGBFS were
obtained from Sampyo Industry (Seoul, Korea) and Dangin Power Station (Dangin, Korea), respectively.

Table 2. Chemical compositions of fly ash (FA) and ground granulated blast furnace slag (GGBFS).

Chemical Compositions (wt.%)
SiO, AL O3 Fe;03 CaO MgO  SO; K;O Na,O P05 TiO, LOI*
FA 57.42 22.0 8.35 5.80 0.99 0.39 171 0.45 1.08 1.35 0.68
GGBFs 3277  13.68 0.44 44.1 3.05 4.06 0.48 0.27 0.03 0.69 2.39

Parameter

* Loss on ignition.

A combination of sodium hydroxide (NaOH) and sodium silicate solution (Na;SiO3), which
manufactured from Samchun Chemicals (Seoul, Korea), was used as alkali activator. NaOH of 98%
pure pellet was dissolved in tap water to produce NaOH solution. Commercially available Na;SiOs
solution was used. The chemical components of the Na;5iO3 solution were Na,O, SiO,, and H,O
with corresponding weight percentages of 10.8%, 30.7%, and 58.5%, respectively. Crushed gravels
with nominal maximum size of 19 mm with a specific gravity of 2.6 gr/cm® and water absorptions
of 1.5% were used. They were washed in order to minimize the effects of different relative levels of
cleanliness of concrete properties in both the fresh and hardened states. River sand was used for the
fine aggregates, which had a specific gravity of 2.3 gr/cm3, absorption of 2.7%, and fineness modulus
of 2.2.
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2.2. Determination of Levels of each Factor in the Taguchi Orthogonal Array

The main factors considered in different literatures were the curing temperature (T),
the weight ratios of GGBFS/binder (rgs), the aggregate/binder (rac), the alkali solution/binder (ras),
the NaySiO3/NaOH (rgpy), the concentration of NaOH in terms of its molarity (N¢), the curing medium
(water or steam), and the type of aluminosilicate source used (FA, GGBFS, or metakaolin). These
factors and their ranges that have been considered in previous studies for both mortar and concrete as
well as for composites, although the value of each factor ranged widely (Table 1). With reference to
Table 1, six factors of T, rgs, rag, ras, rsp, and N¢ were selected as the controlling factors of GPCC
considered in this study. In the present experiments, the Taguchi design method was utilized with each
factor being tested at three different levels (low, medium, and high), which resulted in 18 orthogonal
arrays (L18(36)) [31].

Table 3 illustrates the L18(36) orthogonal array of the Taguchi experiment with 18 trial mixes.
i
serial number in the L13(36) array, respectively, and [; through I represent three levels (1, 2, and 3
for low, medium, and high, respectively) corresponding to the factors of T, rgs, raG, ras, sy, and

Nc, respectively.

Each sample was nominated as Sn ﬁz (or Sn in abbreviation), where S and n stand for sample and

Table 3. Taguchi orthogonal array with 18 trial mixes (L18(36)) and the measured slumps.

No. Specimen Main Factors H,0/Na,O Slumps
Names T Nc (mm)
Q) IGs TAG IAS IsH M)
1 Sk 20 020 3 050 15 10 134 250
2 252, 0 035 3 055 20 12 13.1 252
3 3355 60 050 3 060 25 14 13.0 270
4 4 40 035 35 050 15 14 112 60
5 8572 60 050 35 055 20 10 14.6 210
6 sel12 20 020 35 060 25 12 13.6 245
7 7313 60 020 4 050 20 14 11.8 160
8 S8Y27 20 035 4 055 25 10 149 205
9 $973 40 050 4 0.60 15 12 12.6 220
10 s10291 40 050 3 050 25 10 15.0 225
11 1137, 60 020 3 055 15 12 122 260
12 512,73 20 035 3 060 20 14 12.2 280
13 513,75 20 050 35 050 20 12 132 215
14 S14775 40 020 35 055 25 14 12.6 235
15 S15757 60 035 35 060 15 10 138 270
16 51675 60 035 4 050 25 12 13.6 160
17 $17,55 20 050 4 055 15 14 114 60
18 18577 40 020 4 0.60 20 10 143 250

2.3. Fabrication and Testing of Specimens

A total of 180 cylinders (108 cylinders of 100 mm X 200 mm for compression tests and 72 cylinders
of 150 mm x 300 mm for spit tensile tests) were fabricated. For each trial mix out of 18 sample mixes of
L18(36), a batch containing six 100 mm X 200 mm and four 150 mm X 300 mm cylinders was mixed:
six 100 mm x 200 mm cylinders to separately measure the compressive strengths in pairs at curing
ages of 1, 28, and 90 days, and four 150 mm X 300 mm cylinders to separately measure the split tensile
strengths in pairs at curing ages of 28 and 90 days. Mixing and specimen preparation were carried out
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at room temperature and relative humidity of 20 + 2 °C and 50% =+ 5%, respectively. Before mixing,
the alkali activator was prepared by blending NaOH and Na;SiO3 solutions. These were stirred for
20 min. by stainless rod until viscosity disappeared. The steel cylindrical molds were then cleaned
and brushed with a thin film of form oil in advance in order to prevent the agglutinate phenomenon
between mold and concrete.

A 100-liter capacity concrete pan mixer was used for mixing each batch. For uniform dispersions
of solid constituents, a total of 4 min. preliminary dry mixing was done without adding alkaline
solution. The required amounts of coarse and fine aggregates were first put into the mixer and mixed
for 1 min., then FA and GGBFS were added to the mix in sequence and an additional 3 min of dry mix
was done. After the preliminary dry mix, alkaline solution was poured into the pan mixer and mixed
for an additional 1 min.

The slump was measured immediately after the completion of mixing according to the standard
test method specified in ASTM C143-05 (2005) [32]. The GPCC was cast into cylindrical steel molds and
an electric oven was used to cure the specimens at the desired temperatures. To avoid water evaporation
during curing, cylinders were sealed with the plastic sheets. All specimens were immediately taken
out from the oven after 24 h curing. The compressive strengths of these specimens were tested at 1 day.
The remaining eight specimens (four of 100 mm X 200 mm and four of 150 mm x 300 mm) were further
cured at an ambient temperature of 20 °C until the additional tests were performed at 28 and 90 days
to measure the compressive and split tensile strengths in accordance with ASTM C39 (2018) [33] and
ASTM C496 (2017) [34], respectively.

3. Experimental Results and Effects of Factors

3.1. Owverall Trends

The measured slump values were listed in Table 3. Figure 1 shows the measured slump values
with respect to the molar ratios of H;O/NayO. The measured slump values increased with increases

. . . . . 22,2 3,1,3
in the molar ratio of H,O/NayO up to a ratio of approximately 12.0. For the specimens 5473/ STy

and 51733 with HyO/Na;O less than 12.0 (Table 3), respectively, the measured slumps were less
than or almost equal to 150 mm. In general, these results indicate that a sufficient slump of even
over 200 mm could be expected if HyO/NayO exceeded 12.0, except for 5163%; Therefore, the mixes
of GPCC designed with H;O/Na,O ratios greater than 12 could be regarded as having reasonable
workability for casting structural members [5,35,36]. This observation regarding slump corresponded
approximately to the one made by Hardjito and Rangan [37], in which slump values greater than

200 mm were obtained for GPC when the ratio of H,O/Na;O exceeded 10.

()
(=)
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0o S16

% 100 S4
S17
50 fe) O Smaller than or almost equal to 150 mm

@ Greater than 200 mm

Slump (mm)
3
o\
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Molar ratio of H,0/Na,O

Figure 1. Measured slump values with respect to the molar ratios of HyO/Na;O.

The measured values of compressive and split tensile strengths were listed in Table 4. In general,
compressive strengths at 28 days (f/,5) tended to increase further from those measured at 1 day ( fc”l),
without a noticeable additional increase from f/,g to the compressive strength at 90 days (f/ ). This is
because a high percentage of CaO in GGBEFES allowed the hydration process to occur continuously at
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ambient temperature until 28 days [4]. The greater value of about 60 MPa was the average compressive

strengths of 53733, 55,57, 9755, S10377, S15,2%,, and 51637 with relatively higher levels of rgs and

higher curing temperature. The smaller one of about 20 MPa was the average of $111"1, $6.'%2, 581>

1,1,17 °93,327 2% 217

S 12;5;, and S 18;%; with relatively smaller levels of rgg and lower curing temperature (Table 3).

Table 4. Measured values of compressive and split tensile strengths.

Compressive Strengths (MPa) Split Tensile Strengths (MPa)
f:: 28 fes0 f, St,28 /. $£,90

” ”

Specimen
Names j‘{C 1

,

R1* R2* Avg. Rl R2 Avg. R1 R2 Avg. R1 R2 Avg. R1 R2  Avg.

s1blt 100 80 90 207 209 208 202 188 195 225 220 222 221 255 238

sz%%i 281 276 279 533 518 526 560 461 511 242 267 255 225 226 226
337 471 484 478 614 617 616 722 731 727 368 417 393 318 7.96 557
54%%; 344 209 277 40.6 407 407 437 437 437 362 307 335 360 3.60 3.60
ssgjf 59.7 656 627 623 623 623 683 678 681 413 461 437 403 3.65 3.84
S6éé§ 94 85 90 186 215 201 194 186 190 193 201 197 218 180 1.99
S7313 31.0 346 328 369 399 384 439 438 439 352 353 353 307 246 277
8127 161 128 145 253 201 227 214 249 232 271 242 257 239 260 250
59773 321 321 321 610 610 610 556 549 553 416 426 421 394 416 4.05
swéfj 433 443 438 628 596 612 536 610 573 369 321 345 315 3.04 3.10
Sujy, 313 317 315 390 380 385 420 417 419 358 397 378 307 295 301
S12y7% 118 113 116 191 221 206 181 214 198 228 279 254 293 246 270
S13yy5 362 362 362 335 335 335 381 292 337 334 306 320 28 378 330
S147y5 243 244 244 242 231 237 263 287 275 253 296 275 284 306 295
S15727 469 473 471 588 610 599 594 575 585 388 414 401 352 382 367
S16y7; 458 472 465 604 614 609 597 554 576 468 481 475 460 467 464
S17yys 292 278 285 425 459 442 435 462 449 375 322 349 369 440 405
S187Y; 195 204 200 212 178 195 186 156 171 215 201 208 216 185 201

Note: R1* and R2*: Two replicas of each specimen.

Figure 2a illustrates the effects of T by comparing the ratios of compressive strengths for cylinders
cured at 20 °C to that at 20 °C. For the relative increment of strength at each ages according to curing
temperature, each two specimens with different T, 20 °C and 60 °C, were considered, which have the
same values of gs. Relative increment of strengths were obtained from division of average compressive
strength at 20 °C and at 60 °C (Figure 2a). Relatively significant increases in relative strength were
observed for all values of rgs with increases in T. The average increases were 2.96, 2.09, and 2.24 for
fL1r Flpg and fl g, respectively, as T increased from 20 to 60 °C.

Similar comparisons were made in Figure 2b for the effects of rgs. The average increases in relative
compressive strengths measured from nine sets of a pair of specimens having the same T were 2.34,
2.11, and 2.07 for fc’,l, c,,28’ and fc,,90’ respectively, as rgg increased from 0.2 to 0.5. This indicates that,
as compared to the effects of an increase in T, an approximately comparable effect of an increase in rgg
would be expected on the increase in compressive strength of GPCC.

In general, the split tensile strength was observed to increase with increases in the compressive
strength (Table 4). Similar to the compressive strength, less significant changes between split tensile

strengths were observed at 28 day (f, ,5) and 90 day (f7, o)-
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Figure 2. Effects of different factors on compressive strengths at different ages for the effect of T (a) and
effect of rgg (b).

3.2. Contribution of Each Factor by ANOVA

Figure 3 presents the relative and accumulated contributions of six factors to the development
of compressive strengths at different ages obtained from ANOVA analysis. Figure 3 shows that the
development of compressive strength was mostly influenced by the accumulated effects of T and
rgs: 88.9% (56.5% and 32.4% by T and rgs, respectively), 86.4% (43.0% and 43.4%), and 87.4% (48.9%
and 38.5%) for fc’,l, fc,,28’ and fc,,90’
development of f/, at early stage of curing, but the additional development of compressive strength
at ambient temperature was almost equally contributed to by both T and rgg at the later stages of
development at f,¢ and f/ 5. Geopolymerization of Al-Si compounds seemed to occur mostly under
elevated temperature conditions in one day, and then more gradual buildup of hydrates of C-5-H and
C-A-5-H reacting with CaO in GGBFS formed in subsequent curing periods at ambient temperature.
However, the contributions of the remaining four factors were found to be marginal for all stages
of curing.

respectively. The greatest contribution of T was observed in the

94.6 939 95

90 LS(5.7) LS (7.5) LS (1.6)
- 88.9 864 87.4
S 80
g Tgs (32.4) Tgs (43.4) Tgs (38.5)
2 60
2 . 56.5
s 50
- 489
g 40 43.0
Z 30
2 2 T (56.5) T (43.0) T (48.9)
<

10

0

1 28 9

Curing age (day)

Figure 3. Relative and accumulated contributions of six factors to the development of compressive
strengths at different ages obtained from ANOVA analyses (LS = lump sum effects of rpg, ras, rsp, and
N¢).

4. Development of Predictive Equations for Compressive Strength of GPCC

In order to develop a model for the prediction of the compressive strength of GPCC, two different
approaches were attempted based on multiple regression and the concept of rate constant.
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4.1. Multiple Regression

Three separate regression analyses were performed by Equation (1) for the measured values of

"1 flog and f o at different ages, respectively, with each factor being normalized by its medium

value at level 2. Table 5 was tabulated all values of coefficient for Equation (1).

6 6 6
fc’,d = ﬁO,d + Zizl ﬁi,d'Fi + Zi:l Zj:l ﬁij,d‘Fi'Fj~ (1)

Table 5. Specific coefficient for Equation (1).

Factors Values of Coefficient for Equation (1)
Dimensionless normalized factors F1 =T/40,Fy = rgs/0.35, F3 = r45/0.55,
(Fi) F4 = rAG/3.5, F5 = VSH/Z.O, and F6 = Nc/12.
the best-fitting intercept and the d =1day Boy =42, P11 =27, P11g =18,

coefficients of the normalized Bog =29, ooy =21, and Bypy =2.0
factors at different ages (d) d=28da B1128 = 10.7, Bpog = 19.2,
(Bo,ds Bi, and Pij 1) y B =27, and B0 = 5.8

- Bogo =17, Br19o =13.0, Brg0 = 9.3,
d =90 day Borgo = 11.1and P99 = 1.7

All other -values =0

The comparisons between the measured and predicted values of f/,, f/,, and f/q, by these
separate equations from Equation (1) were presented in Figure 4a with the corresponding averages
(1) and standard deviations (o) for the ratios of the predicted to measured values of compressive
strength. They were 1.00 and 0.17, 1.00 and 0.21, and 1.00 and 0.26 for f/,, f/,s, and f{ 9o Tespectively.
The overall values of i and o for all tested specimens were 0.99 and 0.22, respectively. The values of
the coefficients at all ages, obtained for the factors of T (F; and F%) and rgg (F and F%) being greater
than those of the remaining four factors and the interaction term between T and r¢g (F1-F2), indicate
that the T and rgg are the most highly-contributing factors but that their interaction effect is rather
insignificant. Although the multiple regression model did show the overall trends of the contributions
from each factor, no clear time-dependent relationships could be observed between the coefficients
obtained for f7,, flogand flgo. As aresult, there was no unified equation available, which could
combine the three separate equations in Equation (1) into the one.

>
A fly 109 021 P
® fle 095 016 A

o f 096 0.19

Predicted compressive strengths (MPa)
Predicted compressive strengths (MPa)

10 n=0.99
6=022

p=1.00
6=0.19

0 10 20 30 40 S50 60 70 80 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
Measured compressive strengths (MPa) Measured compressive strengths (MPa)

(a) (b)

Figure 4. Comparisons between the measured and predicted compressive strengths for Equation (1) (a)
and Equation (4) (b).
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4.2. Rate Constant Concept

According to Bernhardt’s mathematical model [38] related to the rate of relative increases in
concrete compressive strength with respect to its limiting compressive strength (S, in MPa), Tank and
Carino (1991) [39] suggested Equation (4) to estimate the relative strength gain of OPC at equivalent
ages of .y (Equation (2)) and rate constant, k; (Equation (3)). Equation (4) was adopted in this study in
order to predict the compressive strengths of GPCC at different ¢.;s.

b _E/R(l 1
teg= Zoe /R(17273 T;'+273).At/ 2)

k, = A-e E/[R(Te+273)] (3)

kr'(teq - tOr)
1+ kr'(teq - tOr)’

where, S is the GPCC compressive strength at different tegS; teq is the equivalent age (h)); k; is the rate
constant at T, (h™1); A is the frequency factor (h™!); E is the activation energy in general (J/mol); R is
the universial gas constant (=8.324 J/mol/K); r is the reaction coefficient (>0); T, is the temperature
of concrete (°C); T, is the reference temperature (=20 °C in this study [40]); t is the real elapsed time
(h); Atis the time interval (h); and to; is the age at the start of strength development at the reference
temperature (h).

S=S5, 4)

A total of 18 separate regression analyses were performed for 18 sample mixes of GPCC from
L18(36) orthogonal array. Each regression analysis was performed to obtain the best-fitting values of A,
E, tor, and S, in Equations (3) and (4) for the measured values of fc”l, fc/,28’ and fc,,90'

For OPC made of Portland Type I cement without admixtures or additives, the functionalized values
of E with T or compressive strength were reported to be in the range of 4.0 x 10*-4.5 x 10* J/mol [39-45].
For the GPCC considered in this study, a constant value of 4.0 X 10* J/mol was obtained (Table 5),
which is a close approximation of the value of E observed in OPC. This shows that a similar level of
energy is required for GPCC to activate the initial chemical reactions as that of OPC.

The pre-exponential factor (or frequency factor) of A in Equations (3) was found to be approximately
10° /h for OPC [39,45-47]. For the GPCC used in this study, a constant value of A = 10° /h was obtained
from regression analyses for all sets, which is 10 times greater than the typical value of A observed
for OPC. The predominant chemical reactions of geopolymerization in GPCC seemed to attribute to
an increase in the frequency of the molecular collisions, which occur in a relatively shorter period of
curing time at an elevated temperature in one day.

The tg, in Equation (4), representing the age at the start of strength development, is in the range of
2.4-19.2 h for OPC at ambient temperature [39,45]. For the sample mixes of GPCC used in this study,
an accelerated hardening of about 15 min. was observed for all cases regardless of the initial curing
temperatures. A rapid reaction of GPCC reducing the setting time significantly was also reported by
different researchers [13,48,49]. Regression analyses of the 18 trial mixes resulted in a value of ty, equal
to zero, which reflects the rapid and accelerated nature of the strength development in GPCC.

Although consistent values of E, A, and t,, were obtained for all 18 sets of the L18(36) orthogonal
array, scattered values of S, between 18.8 and 66.0 MPa were obtained from the regression analyses.
Accordingly, S, in Equation (4) was functionalized with two governing influential factors of F; and F
as given in Equation (1) based on the results obtained from previous ANOVA analysis.

Su = 40.3-F*77.F,063 (MPa). (5)

A unified model for the prediction of GPCC at all ages was obtained by substituting S, in Equation
(5) into Equation (4), along with the values of A = 1.0 x 10° (h1), E = 4.0 x 10* (J/mol), and t,, = 0
(h) obtained from regression analyses. Figure 4b shows the comparisons between the predicted and
measured compressive strengths from a total of 108 measured specimens. The values of y and ¢ for
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the ratios of predicted to measured compressive strengths of fc'll, fcl,28’ and fc’,90 were 1.09 and 0.21,
0.95 and 0.16, and 0.96 and 0.19, respectively. The overall u and o for all 108 specimens in 18 sets of
L18(36) orthogonal array were 1.00 and 0.19, respectively. These statistical parameters obtained from
Equation (3) were comparable to those reported for OPC in other studies [42,44,47]. The model based
on the concept of rate constant concept (Equations (2)—(4)) could be regarded superior to multiple
regression models with three separate equations (Equation (1)) by its better statistical parameters in

spite of a unified single expression comprising strength development at different ages.

5. Prediction of Split Tensile Strength

In most structural codes and literature, the split tensile strengths of OPC and geopolymer-related
mortar or concrete are typically expressed as a function of compressive strength in the form of
Equation (4) [4,17,50-52].

fi = ()%, ©6)
where f! is the compressive strength of geopolymer concrete composite (MPa); and ¢; and c; are the
empirical coefficients.

The final expression of S in Equation (4) was substituted into f; in Equation (6), and the best-fitting
values of ¢c; = 0.47 and ¢, = 0.52 in Equation (6) were obtained from regression analysis. In regression,
a total of 72 split tensile strengths measured at 28 and 90 days were used as there were practically no
difference in compressive strengths measured from 28 and 90 days. Figure 5a compares 72 measured
values of f}, with the predictions made by Equation (6). The values of u and o for the ratios of the
model predictions to experimentally measured ones were 0.97 and 0.16, respectively. Figure 5b shows
that f7, of GPCC developed in this study is generally lower than that of OPC provided in different
codes. The values of f, predicted for GPCC in this study varied from 0.82 to 1.02 and 0.89 to 0.91 times
the values of f;, of OPC predicted by the fib model code [51] and ACI 318-14 [52], respectively, as the
compressive strength increased from 20 to 70 MPa. However, greater values of f;, for GPCC considered
in this study were predicted by 1.03 to 1.44, 1.04 to 1.07, and 1.11 to 1.14 times the predicted values of f,
for GPC developed by Ryu et al. [17], GPC by Sofi et al. [4], and GPCC by Lee and Lee [50], respectively.

6 6
é ﬁ fib model code (2014) : OPC
:=,L 5 g 5 . I_.,.--/"—AC1318-14(2014) :0PC
E ; ...+ —Equation (6) : GPCC
b 2 4
. ?«4 2~ Sofi et al. (2007) : GBC
= a3 Lee and Lee (2013) :GPCC
== - =
273 =<
< & 2
] =
S 2 2 Ryu et al. (2013) : GPC
S = 1
= =
& @

1 2 3 4 5 6 . .
. . 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Measured split tensile strengths
(MPa) Compressive strength (MPa)
(a) (b)

Figure 5. Split tensile strengths and their comparisons with Equation (6) and other predictions made
for different types of concrete: comparisons between the 72 measured values of f7, and their predictions
by Equation (6) (a) and comparisons with other types of concrete (b).

6. Conclusions

From the experimental investigations based on Taguchi’s 18 orthogonal arrays (L18(36)),
the following conclusions were drawn:
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The measured slump values tended to increase with increases in the molar ratio of HyO/Na,O.
When the ratio of HyO/NayO exceeded 12, a slump greater than 200 mm was obtained for most of
the tested GPCCs.
ANOVA results indicated that T and rgs, among others, are more substantial contributing factors
to the development of compressive strength of GPCC than the remaining four factors of rag, ras,
sy, and Nc.
The development of compressive strength of GPCC was greatly affected by the early stage of
curing at elevated T in one day, possibly due to the activated geopolymerization along with the
hydration accompanied by a higher content of CaO in GGBFS.
A similar level of activation energy is required for GPCC and OPC. However, a higher frequency
of molecular collisions could be expected during the chemical reactions in one day of curing at
elevated temperature.
The unified model developed based on the rate constant concept with the limiting strength as
a function of T and rgg was able to predict the developed compressive strengths of GPCC at
different ages with reasonable accuracy. Its overall statistical parameters were shown to be better
than those from three separate multiple regression models obtained separately for different f,,
ca8r and flg,-
Using the predicted compressive strength by the rate constant model, an equation for the
prediction of split tensile strength was also suggested. The predictions made for the split tensile
strengths of GPCC tested in this study were shown to be about 10%-20% less than those of OPC,
but greater than the predicted values for GPC or GPCC reported in other studies.
The developed GPCC may be used as structural concrete based on its mechanical properties
and flowability comparable to those of OPC. The developed model based on the rate constant
concept may be useful not only in determining the levels of influential factors for design favoring
compressive or split tensile strengths, but also in predicting those at different ages.
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