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The Response and Role of the Chosun Government
during the Imjin War

Hee—Bong Park

This study examines what the Korean government during the Imjin War did. By
examining the fluctuations in the number of Japanese troops who fought in the Imjin War,
recorded by Japanese historians in the 1924 Japanese War History in Chosuni, we looked
at how wrong the perceptions of the Imjin War were so far.

As a result of the study, it was confirmed that the Japanese military had to withdraw
after suffering considerable damage, and the role of the Joseon government was very
important in the process, unlike those discussed in the existing mainstream history academia.
In addition, it can be seen that, contrary to the existing public perception, the Chosun
government made efforts to mobilize and allocate national resources to win the battle as the
final decision maker for the war. As a result of the response from the Chosun government,
it was confirmed that the Japanese army was unable to lead the battle except for the first
two months of the war, and that they were unable to respond to the pressure of the
Chosun army. The period when the Japanese forces led the battle ended in the first two
months of the Imjin War, and two months later the Korean army led the battle until the
Imjin War was over, and the Japanese forces retreated to their home country. In terms of
the number of battles and the combat mobilization force, it was the Chosun Army who
fought against the Japanese army, and King Sunjo leads all the governmant forces and

millita throughout the Imjin War.

Key words: Imjin War, Chosun Government, Japanese War Hostory in Chosun



