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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to provide basic data to improve coping abilities of elementary school stu-
dents in emergency situations. Method: The data were collected from 1633 3-6th grade elementary school students
using a self-report questionnaire. Results: 1) The mean score for the coping ability of the students was low at .38 (+£.36).
2) The mean scores for the 8 categories were, [Care for common symptoms], .54 (=+.48), [Call for help & check], .47 (£ .43),
[Care for injury by heat - cold & foreign body], .39 (= .45), [Care for tissue damage], .36 (= .44), [Offering help], .36 (% .42),
[Rescue & escape], .31 (£.51), [Evacuation], .28 (+.49), and [Appropriate response for the situation], .27 (£.43). The
mean scores for 2 areas were, ‘Acting tips’, .35 (£.36) and ‘First aid’, .42 (£.40). There were significant differences in
coping ability according to students’ gender (=4.964, p<.001), and family type (t=-2.484, p=.013). 4) Among the categories,
there were significant correlations between all 8 categories and significant correlation between ‘Acting tips’ and ‘First aid’
(r=.808, p<.001), ‘Acting tips’ and ‘Coping ability’ (r=.956, p<.001), and ‘First aid’ and ‘Coping ability’ (r=.946, p<.001).
Conclusion: The findings indicate a need for programs to improve the coping ability of elementary school students in

emergency situations.
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Table 1. Degree of Coping ability in Emergency Situations (N=1,633)

Percentile

M (£SD)

Subcategory

(item number) lESeD)

Category

Acting tips  Call for help & check (8) .47 (£.43) 23.28 (+£21.56)

Appropriate response 27 (£.43) 13.37(£21.84)
for situation (5)
Evacuation (6) 28(£.49) 14.14(x24.76)
Offer help (4) 36 (£.42) 17.86(+21.04)
Rescue & escape (2) 31(x.51) 15.40(+25.82)
Sub-total 35(£.36) 17.45(+18.04)
First aid Care for common 54 (£.48) 26.95(x24.12)
symptoms (6)
Care for tissue damage (8) .36 (£.44) 17.95(£22.41)
Care for injury by heat - 39 (%.45) 19.57 (+22.94)
cold & foreign body (6)
Sub-total 42 (£.40) 2093 (+20.45)
Total 38(£.36) 18.78(+17.98)
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Table 3. Correlation Coping ability in Emergency Situation and Cat-
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R Y Al o
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956, p<.001) ‘°JX4Z1
.946, p<.001), =g+ g

ot A 7 %M

4 A

CHet St HFE xS = 7

(N=1,633)

Coping ability r (p)

Category
Acting tips First aid
Coping ability .956 (<.001) .946 (<.001)
Acting tips .808 (<.001)
(N=1,633)

Table 2. Difference of Coping ability in Emergency Situation according to Subjects’ General characteristics

Characteristics Categories N Acting tips (M£SD) First aid (M%=SD) Coping ability (M£SD)
Grade 3th 399 32 (£.35)p A1 (£.43)y 35 (£.36)
4th 414 34 (£.36) 42 (+.40p 37 (£.35)
5th 419 35 (£.35) 40 (£.38) 37 (£.34)
6th 401 .39 (£.36) 45 (£.40) 42 (+.36)
F=2.590, p=.051 F=1.380, p=.247 F=2.264, p=.079
Gender Boy 830 .39 (£.38) 46 (£.42) 42 (£.38)
Girl 803 30(+.32) .38 (£.38) 33(£.32)
t=.516, p<.001 t=4.064, p<.001 t=4.964, p<.001
Sibling order 1 758 .34 (£.35) 41 (£.39) 37 (£.35)
>2 875 35 (£.36) 43 (£.41) .38 (£.36)
t=-508, p=.612 t=-1.215, p=.214 t=-.662, p=.508
Sibling or not Yes 1,484 35(£.35) 42 (£.40) 38 (£.35)
No 149 37 (£.39) A1 (£.471) 39 (+.38)
t=-.666, p=.505 t=.353, p=.724 t=-.284, p=.776
Family type Nuclear 1,380 34 (£.34) 41 (£.39) 36 (.34)
Extended 253 A1 (+.41) 49 (+ .48) 44.(.42)
t=-2.527, p=.012 t=-2.550, p=.011 t=-2.484, p=.013
Ability to assess the emergency Very good 655 .33 (£.35)¢ .39 (£.39) .35 (£.35)°
situation perceived Moderate 918 .36 (+.35)* A3 (£.41)> .39 (£.35)
by self Not good 60 A4 (£.43) 50 (£.45) A6 (£.41)
F=3.671, p=.026 F=3.473, p=.031 F=3.479, p=.031
Experience in emergency situation  Yes 643 .36 (£.36) 42 (£.41) .38 (£.36)
No 990 34 (£.35) 42 (+.40) 37 (£.36)
t=.956, p=.339 t=-.074, p=.941 t=.418, p=.676

Duncan test: a, b.
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