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<ABSTRACT>

A experiential meaning study of ‘becoming’
of adult female learners through participation in the
Learning dock in the neighborhood learning Center

Baek Jung Sook(Chungang University)
Lee Hee Su(Chungang University)

This study is a research of qualitative cases made an attempt to ascertain a process
of a ‘““Becoming’ of adult woman learners by engaging in Learning Dock Program in
the neighborhood learning center. The '-Becoming’ has brought a practical process of
creating and changing a big difference itself, not in the line with the position by
imitation. For data collection, in-depth interviews were conducted with adult female
learners who actively participated in the Learning Dock program. As a research
question to find out this, first, what kind of motivation has led the research participants
to participate in the learning dock program? Second, what kind of imperfection has been
experienced in the neighborhood learning center? Third, I set a goal of how the
participants have practiced the ‘~Becoming’ through learning and what meaning of it
they have. As a result of my study, I have found that learners happened to visit
Learning Dock because they were eager to find a place of communication in this
desolate city. However, in the beginning, they felt burdensome on the class method
which consists of asking and answering one another in the neighborhood learning center
and I encountered with incompleteness in sharing their personal thoughts. As session
increased, learners got to feel more comfortable and interactive at the class. They were
able to participate in the classes voluntarily after all. Self-directed participation in
learning not only guided a process of becoming a better person, but also helped a
healthy body and balanced thinking. In conclusion, this provided an experience of the
‘“Becoming’ to help create a difference and change into leading diverse lives. I believe
the balance of our lives cultivates a perspective of which a gap of individual is not
wrong but different.

* Key words: Lifelong Learning Space, Learning Dock, Neighborhood

Learning Center, Adult learner, Right for Learning, —~Becoming



