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Abstract

Comparison of Lexical Analysis of English Reading Passages in
CSAT before and after Introducing an Absolute Grading System

Gahyeon Kim & Jie Young Kim

The purpose of the study was to investigate the differences in lexical analysis
between CSAT English passages with an absolute grading system and a relative
grading system. The analysis was performed by comparing the number of tokens,
the number of types, vocabulary diversity(TTR), high-frequency words distribution,
and readability in reading passages. The data were collected from CSAT English
reading passages before introducing an absolute grading system in 2015, 2016,
2017, and then presented in 2018, 2019, and 2020. Two programs, AntConc3.5.8
and AntWordProfiler, were used to analyze the data files, and t-tests were used
to determine significant differences between the two groups. The results showed
that the number of word tokens, word types, and TTR were not significantly
different between the two groups, confirming that the lexical composition of
CSAT English reading passages remained the same. The high-frequency word
distribution analyses showed significant differences between the two groups in a

percentage of the Ist 1,000 high-frequency words, the academic words, and

* Al Az}, FSietal o] ulsy} vhAlEE / E-mail: ziz1004@gmail.com
wx WA AL, Fofetu JoluS3 w4 / E-mail: jk221@cawackr
- DOIL: http://dx.doi.org/10.15755/j15.2021.58.9
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out-level words. It meant that the lexical level of reading passages in the
absolute grading evaluation was more manageable than before introducing it. The
readability score, FGKL, was not different between the two groups, but FRE was

more difficult in the tests with an absolute grading system.

Keywords: CSAT(College Scholastic Aptitude Test), Reading Passages,
Vocabulary Analysis, Readability, Absolute Grading
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