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Korean Thyroid Association Guidelines on the Management of
Differentiated Thyroid Cancers; Part IV. Thyroid Cancer during
Pregnancy 2024
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The prevalence of thyroid cancer in pregnant women is unknown; however, given that thyroid cancer commonly
develops in women, especially young women of childbearing age, new cases are often diagnosed during
pregnancy. This recommendation summarizes the follow-up and treatment when thyroid cancer is diagnosed
during pregnancy and when a woman with thyroid cancer becomes pregnant. If diagnosed in the first trimester,
surgery should be postponed until after delivery, and the patient should be monitored with ultrasound. If follow-up
before 24-26 weeks of gestation shows that thyroid cancer has progressed, surgery should be considered. If it
has not progressed at 24-26 weeks of gestation or if papillary thyroid cancer is diagnosed after 20 weeks of
pregnancy, surgery should be considered after delivery.
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