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Background and Objectives The purpose of this study was to compare and analyze the 18-
year change in the relative value scale (RVS) in otolaryngology in relation to other surgical
departments so as to help make future policy decisions.

Subjects and Method Data on RVSs and addition rates, the deparments of main managed
care, frequency of practice, and number of specialists were collected for all surgeries and pro-
cedures conducted in 2004, 2008, 2013, 2018, and 2022. Among these, an analysis was con-
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Y ducted for nine surgical departments. The number of surgeries and procedure items, the medi-
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Accepted  September 3, 2024 an value of the RVS, and the usage amount (i.e., RVS of all items multiplied by the frequency
Address for correspondence of surgeries and procedures) were calculated.

Chan-Soon Park, MD, PhD Results Over the past 18 years, the increase in the number of surgeries, procedure items and
Department of Otorhinolaryngology- ~ RVS in otolaryngology has grown smaller than that in other surgical departments, and the us-
Head and Neck Surgery, age has decreased very sharply; in essence, the usage per specialist has actually decreased
St. Vincent’s Hospital, compared to 18 years ago.

College of Medicine, Conclusion Compared to other departments, RVS in otorhinolaryngology has shown very
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little change over the past period of 18 years. It is necessary to reasonably increase the currently
undervalued RVS in otorhinolaryngology, particularly focusing on surgeries and procedures.
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Table 1. Number of surgical and treatment reimbursement items
by department

Analysis of Changes in Relative Value Scale I Cho JH, et al.
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Fig. 1. Number of surgical and treatment reimbursement items by department in 2022.
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Table 2. Median relative value scale of surgical and treatment reimbursement items by department

Year
Department

2004 2008 2013 2018 2022

Urology 3322.6 3088.5 3955.1 5940.8 6340.1
Obstetrics and gynecology 1692.1 2833.4 2589.4 4039.9 4550.9
Plastic surgery 4065.0 4191.3 3746.3 6974.4 7811.0
(6974.4) (7811.0)

Neurosurgery 7179.2 8328.9 9076.9 14113.8 15817.7
(14095.4) (15433.2)

Ophthalmology 2383.3 2287.8 1997.7 2461.9 2833.0
General surgery 5054.5 5067.6 6452.2 9752.6 10928.3
(5153.1) (8594.3) (9943.6)

Otolaryngology 2267.2 2104.6 1921.4 2804.1 3174.6
Orthopedics 2630.2 3117.6 2935.5 4015.2 4380.9
Thoracic surgery 10056.0 11160.3 22491.6 31464.5 33222.4
(11320.1) (18508.5) (19613.9)

() means that bonus points are not reflected
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Fig. 2. Median relative value scale of surgical and treatment reimbursement items by department in 2022.
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Table 3. Usage by department

Analysis of Changes in Relative Value Scale I Cho JH, et al.

Department Year
2004 2008 2013 2018 2022

Urology 471410945 479744908 1918636121 2990679625 3576829595
Obstetrics and gynecology 1356550825 2251263426 2246454475 3860791198 4612311082
Plastic surgery 116568407 153782388 159619778 555618485 578805946
(526524922) (557284726)

Neurosurgery 519097077 1081641693 1303987137 2150955328 2057564880
(2070020999) (1987107466)

Ophthalmology 1363453123 1605300691 1781047896 2988984395 4387551728
General surgery 1394954272 2572743600 3847182719 6372459215 6575648264
(3122201637) (5456200940) (5631367296)

Otolaryngology 1332621883 1425918131 1647852793 2136010884 2170732103
Orthopedics 1294748138 2294084311 3050685235 4751065294 5148593522
Thoracic surgery 465123274 617005230 1427100449 3146075648 3118984440
(713599109) (1800896783) (1772623269)

() means that bonus points are not reflected
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Fig. 3. Usage by department in 2022.
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Table 4. Usage per specialist by department

Department Yeor
2004* 2008 2013 2018 2022

Urology 284448 255864 816441 1172356 1356401

Obstetrics and gynecology 287692 450343 414093 678284 769745

Plastic surgery 135118 130879 104944 289083 255205
(273946) (245716)

Neurosurgery 329108 570185 546058 782166 682216
(752735) (658855)

Ophthalmology 726898 707181 637455 894906 1202069

General surgery 329065 541402 692064 1058021 1004376
(561648) (905894) (860145)

Oftolaryngology 550378 509438 491603 556978 526749

Orthopedics 372927 541185 585994 776699 743587

Thoracic surgery 593702 712477 1412971 2891614 2700419
(706534) (1655236) (1534739)

*The number of specialists in 2004 is an estimate. () means that bonus points are not reflected
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Fig. 4. Usage per specialist by department in 2022. Black bar indicates decrease.
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