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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Factors Affecting the Sustainability of
Voluntary Adult Literacy Teachers

SEONG, Ji-hoon (Researcher, Korea Education Development Institute)
JIN, Sungmi (Associate Professor, Chung-Ang University)

As literacy education in Korea started by groups of volunteers of nonprofit
institutions, most current literacy teachers are volunteers. In this respect, the
sustainability of the volunteers who serve as adult literacy teachers has great
influence on not only the operation of the literacy education institutions, but also
on the achievements of the adult literacy education. This study aims to explore
factors influencing the sustainability of activities of voluntary teachers who serve
as adult literacy teachers and suggest solutions to improve their activities. For this
purpose, the survey data from 371 voluntary adult literacy teachers were gathered
and analyzed to identify influencing factors on their activities. Result showed that
participation motivation, family support, and altruistic values in the personal
factors; work adequacy in the work factors; and relationships with literacy
learners, recognition & reward, relationships with peer volunteers and
administrative system of the organization in the organizational factors have
influences on the sustainability. Based on the results, implications and suggestions
for further researches and literacy education are discussed.

Key Words: Adult Literacy Education, Citizenship Education, Literacy Education
Teacher, Voluntary teacher, Sustainability
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