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Kim, Heyoung & Park, Dae Geun. (2016). Mobile application design and evaluation for English speaking
practice: Design-based research. Multimedia-Assisted Langnage Learning, 19(1), 58-85.

The purpose of this study is to suggest a task example and design principles of mobile application
for adult learners’ English speaking practice. For this purpose, this study employs a design-based
research (DBR) framework to analyze, design and evaluate a speaking app as follows: 1) to identify
speaking needs from target mobile users, 2) to design a mobile application that can realize social
communication between learners by exchanging meanings through voice recording on SNS
platform, and 3) to have the participants use and evaluate speaking tasks in the program. For this
study, 120 adult learners participated in the firsthand questionnaires for needs analysis and then the
researcher designed pedagogic tasks by collecting actual dialogues. The tasks were applied to the
pilot mode of application and were used by 6 participants for 2 weeks. The results are as follows.
First of all, the mobile speaking tasks in this study were approptiate for the patticipants to complete
without any problem. In addition, their communications involves rich meaning negotiations in a
natural discourse. The participants reported that the tasks were enjoyable and not difficult. Some
design principles were also revealed. First, short and easy tasks are appropriate for speaking in
mobile learning. Second, dialog trees and themes should be specific and carefully identified by
needs analysis from the target users. It is hoped that further research employ this research design to

build big data for the development of the actual speaking application.

mobile-assisted language learning (MALL), speaking applications, speaking tasks, design-based
research, dialog tree, conversation analysis
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You don't look like you're
from around here.

I've lived here all my life! | came here from Newton.
Oh really? Then you must Newton, eh? | heard there's
know Mr. Bowler. trouble brewing down there.
Mr. Bowler is a good Who? I haven't heard about  Did | say Newton? I'm
friend of mine! ¢ any trouble. actually from Springville

Don't you worry about it. Say,
do you have something to eat?
I'm starving.

You liar! There ain't no
Mr. Bowler, | made him up!
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A: Do you like watching movies?
E: Yes I do. I like action movies.

A: Oh I see. Can you recommend me a good movie?
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: The Transformer series are really great to watch.
How about you?

No. I don’t really like watching movies.

: Is there a special reason?

: Well it’s not because I don’t like movies in particular, but I just don’t have time.

> oo o> o o>

: Then do you watch movies at home?

E: I don’t necessarily search for movies, but I do watch them.

Est col gt

: Do you like watching movies?

: Yes 1 do. But it depends on who I watch it with.
: What do you mean?

: I only watch a movie with a man.

Oh T see.

: Do you like watching movies?

MmO T oMo

: No. I don’t really like watching movies.

B¢t D] tfst

Do you like watching movies?

Yes I do. I like action movies.

Oh I see. Can you recommend me a good movie?
The fast and furious series are really great to watch.
How about you?

No. I don’t really like watching movies.

O® 0o ®UOR

Is there a special reason?
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B} A9 tis}
B: Do you have an ‘ideal type’ girl that you’d want as a girlfriend?
A: Yes I do.

B: What type of gitl do you like?

A: 9HEYJ is my ideal type.

B: Even as a woman myself, she is very nice.

A: How about you?

A: What type of guy do you like?

B: My boyfriend is the ideal type

A: Oh really?

B

: Well not exactly, but we have a lot in common.

cet D] dis}

C: Do you have an ‘ideal type’ girl that you’d want as a girlfriend?
D: Yes I do.

C: What type of girl do you like?

D: 9E9] is my ideal type.

C: hmm. it seems like many people really like her.

D: How about you?
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C: Yes I do.
D: What type of guy do you like?
C: My boyfriend is the ideal type.
D: Oh really?

C: Well not exactly. but we have a lot in common.

Es} Fo| 3}
E: Do you have an ‘ideal type’ girl that you’d want as a girlfriend?

F: No I don’t really have one.

E: Why don’t you have one?

F: I like someone who is nice and kind.

E: Well, it seems like those kind of people tend to care for looks even more.
F: Out of my experience, someone who is kind and nice seems to be the best.
F: How about you?

E: Yes I do.

F: What type of guy do you like?

E: I'm looking for someone with a good personality.

F: Don’t you really care of appearances?

E

i: I like someone who is like me.
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: Do you have an account for a social networking website?
: Yes I have one.

: Do you use it often?

: Not often but I use it when I'm free.

F
B
F
B
B:
F
B
F
B
F

How about you?

: Yes I have one.

: Which one do you haver

: 1 have a Facebook account.
: What do you use it for?

: I usually check for funny posts or useful information.

As}t cel dig

OCEFOoEF0OEE 0RO

: Do you have an account for a social networking website?

: Yes I have one.

Do you use it often?

How about you?

: Yes 1 have one.

Which one do you have?

I have a Facebook account.

: What do you use it for?

: To interact with friends from different countries.

B9} D] tis}

E:
D:
E:

Do you have an account for a social networking website?
No. I don’t have one.

hmm, why don’t you have one?

If T have news or photos to update, I post it right away.
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D: 1 have one, but I don’t use it.

E: Why don’t you try posting something about your daily routine and commenting about your
friend’s posts?

D: Okay I'll give it a try when I have time.

D: How about you?

E: Yes I have one.

D: Which one do you have?

E: I have a Facebook account.

D: What do you use it for?

E: I usually check for funny posts or useful information.
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