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An Empirical Study on Dark Tourist Motivation :
Focused on Bongha Village

- sk = Hokk
2 - MY

Kim, Hye-Won - Shim, Chang-Sup

Abstract : This study aims to analyze Bongha village, a hometown of former South
Korean president Roh Moo-hyun, from the perspective of dark tourism. This study
emploed push and pull motivations, which have long been discussed in tourism
studies, to understand why people visit the village. To identify and validate push and
pull motivations, we interviewed 17 visitors to identify their motivations and conducted
survey with 275 individuals who have visited there. The results show that the push
motivations include support/interest, relax/introspection and curiosity/direct experience
while the pull motivations include symbolic value and objective attractiveness. This
study presents the specific structure of dark tourist motivation and can be used as
basic information for helping researchers and businesses in the area of dark tourism
by showing how dark tourism is different from traditional type of tourism.

Keywords : Dark tourism, Tourist motivation, Pull motivation, Push motivation,

Bongha Village
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