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Abstract

The Historiographical Construction of Royal
Legitimacy in the Goryeo dynasty:
King Sukjong's Ascension

Kim, Bo-kwang*

This analysis investigates the process and implementation of
efforts to legitimize King Sukjong's ascension to the Goryeo throne.
This examination is structured around three core arguments: the
illegitimacy of King Heonjong's enthronement, Heonjong's perceived
lack of kingly qualities, and the inescapable necessity of Sukjong's
own succession .

To legitimize King Sukjong's accession, the Goryeo ruling elite
manipulated historical records. They exaggerated the flaws and
incompetence of the preceding monarchs, Seonjong and Heonjong,
to create a "speakable memory" that portrayed Sukjong's rise to
power as an unavoidable necessity, thereby establishing the legitimacy

of his new dynastic order.

Key words : King Sukjong, King Seonjong, King Heonjong, kingship, Yi
Ja-ui's Rebellion, legitimacy

* Associate Professor, Gachon Liberal Arts College, Gachon University





