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The purpose of this study was to examine professors’ and students’ perceptions of curriculum that fosters
character in medical school. ‘Character’ can be defined as a desirable personality and the ability to be
a good person. A total of 264 subjects (professors=131, students=133) participated in the study. Survey
questions were divided into the three parts (education needs, factors of character, and curriculum management
strategy). Data were analyzed by using t-test and one-way analysis of variance. Both professors and students
recognized the need for character education. Professors were more aware of the need for education than
students (t=4.35, p<0.01), and clinical professors were more aware of the need for education than basic
medical science professors (t=3.48, p<0.01). Premedical students were more aware of the need for
character-centered education than medical students in the later stages of their education (t=3.41, p<0.01).
Professors and students commonly referred to ‘consideration and communication” as the most important
factor in building character. Professors considered ‘self-regulation” more important than the students
recognized, while students perceived ‘wisdom’ as more important than the professors did. There was a
difference in preference for curriculum development (creating new subjects vs. revising existing subjects)
between the two groups. However, both groups agreed on the teaching and evaluation methods. In conclusion,
both groups acknowledged the need for character education. However, there were differences in perception
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on the major factors of character and preference for curriculum development. The results of this study

may assist in designing character education in medical education.
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Tahle 1. Demographics of study participants (N=264)

Characteristic Category No. (%)
Professor (N=131)

Gender Male 94 (71.8)
Female 37 (28.2)

Age (yr) 3039 5 (3.8
4049 65 (49.6)
50-59 49 (37.4)
>80 12 (9.2)

Position/rank Assistant professor 19 (14.5)
Associate professor 37 (28.2)
Professor 75 (57.3)

Field Basic medical science 18 (13.7)
Clinical science 113 (86.3)

Teaching experience Yes 89 (67.9)
No 42 (32.1)

Student (N=133)

Gender Male 89 (66.9)
Female 44 (33.1)

Year in school Tst 33 (24.8)
2nd 21 (15.8)
3rd 11 (8.3
4th 32 (24.1)
5th 9 (6.8)
Bth 27 (20.3)
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Tukey honestly significant

Category No. Mean +SD Degrees of freedom t- or F-value difference
Group 234.74 435"
Professor 131 4.63+0.72
Student 133 416+1.04
Professor group
Field 139 3.48™*
Clinical science 113 4,72 +0.66
Basic medical science 18 4.11+0.83
Teaching experience 104.25 -1.58
Yes 89 457+0.77
No 42 4.76+0.58
Student group
Year in school 130 11.61** a>b, ¢
1st, 2nd° 54 4.63+0.65
3rd, 4th” 43 3.72+1.23
5th, 6th° 36 3.97+0.96
**p<0.01.
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Strategies of curriculum management

Professor (N=131) Student (N=133)

Maintain existing courses, but add character-related content
Make new and separate courses for student character development

43 (32.8)
88 (67.2)

86 (64.7)
47 (35.3)

Values are presented as number (%).

Table 5. Evaluation methods

Evaluation method Total (N=264) Professor (N=131) Student (N=133)
Pass/fail criterion-referenced evaluation 160 (60.6) 69 (52.7) 91 (68.4)
ABC criterion-referenced evaluation 86 (32.6) 1 (38.9) 35 (26.3)
Norm-referenced evaluation 11 (4.2) 6 (4.6) 5 (3.8)
Other 71(2.7) 5 (3.8) 2 (1.6)

Values are presented as number (%).
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Tahle 6. Extra-curricular activities
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Extra-curricular activity Total (N=264) Professor (N=131) Student (N=133)
Volunteer activities 201 (76.1) 109 (83.2) 92 (69.2)
Psychological test and consultation 185 (70.1) 91 (69.5) 94 (70.7)
Club activities 122 (46.2) 50 (38.2) 72 (54.1)
Topic lecture 117 (44.3) 71 (54.2) 46 (34.6)
Reading activities 114 (43.2) 47 (35.9) 67 (50.4)
Student council 32 (12.1) 15 (11.5) 17 (12.8)
School exhibitions/contests 21 (8.0) 10 (7.6) 11 (8.3)

Values are presented as number (%).
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