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Development and optimization
of a resonance-based mechanical
dynamic absorber structure for
multiple frequencies

Gil Ho Yoon , Hyunggyu Choi and Hongyun So

Abstract

This paper presents a new dynamic absorber attenuating the vibrations at three resonance frequencies simultaneously.

The dynamic vibration responses of mechanical systems with dynamic absorbers are mainly influenced by how close the

eigenfrequencies of the installed dynamic absorbers are to the eigenfrequencies of the hosting structure. To suppress

structural vibration at single target frequency, it is enough to install a single mass tuned dynamic absorber whose

eigenfrequency is tuned to the excitation frequency. To suppress structural vibrations at multiple frequencies, multiple

dynamic absorbers whose eigenfrequencies are tuned differently can be installed. Inevitably this approach increases the

total weight of the dynamic absorbers and the manufacturing cost. To overcome the limitation and to attenuate

vibrations over a wide range of frequencies, a new dynamic absorber without a damper tuned for multiple frequencies

was presented in this research. The present dynamic absorber consists of a mass and two arm-beams connected to a

hosting structure. By changing the geometric dimensions, it is possible to precisely tune the eigenfrequencies of the

dynamic absorbers to those of hosting structure. The present study also adopts an optimization process to tune the

geometric parameters based on the numerical optimization algorithm. With several numerical examples and an exper-

iment, the validity of the present dynamic absorber is presented.

Keywords

Dynamic absorber, multiple frequencies, size optimization, tuned mass-spring damper

Introduction

Exploiting the availability of efficient dynamic absorber, finite element (FE) procedure, and structural optimiza-

tion, this research develops a new dynamic absorber for multiple frequencies while reducing the mass of the

dynamic absorber. Dynamic absorber with mass-spring (sometimes with damping) system illustrated in Figure 1

has been widely used to mitigate structural vibration in mechanical and civil structures for the effectiveness and

the easy installation. The natural frequencies of dynamic vibration absorber are chosen to be equal or near to

excitation frequencies and resonance frequencies of hosting structure. By tuning the frequencies of passive dynam-

ic absorber and making the reaction force equal to the primary structure equal but opposite to the disturbing

force, it is theoretically possible for the primary structure not to vibrate at all. With time-varying frequency of

external force, however, the passive vibration absorber with fixed eigenfrequencies is not effective. To improve the

effectiveness, it is common to add a damper to a passive vibration absorber. It is also an important subject in

engineering to attenuate some vibration modes simultaneously. In order to achieve this purpose, it is possible to
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add or install several different dynamic absorbers tuned for the vibration modes of a hosting structure. Inevitably

high-priced equipment and a large space are required. To resolve this issue, this research aims to tune the

eigenmodes of a dynamic absorber to the eigenmodes of a hosting structure and attenuates the vibration
modes simultaneously only with the tuned dynamic absorber.

It has been an important subject to control the vibration of structure in both narrow and broad band fre-
quencies using dynamic vibration absorber.1–3 Besides the mass-spring dynamic absorber, a various type of

dynamic absorbers have been proposed. A magnetorheological damper was proposed to suppress the vibration.4

To control the vibration of a structure, an active shut technique using piezoelectric laminated structure was
developed and validated experimentally.5 The Belleville washer was implemented to form a nonlinear spring

for a dynamic absorber to suppress vibrations of machine.6 An experimental investigation of the dynamic absorb-

er to an 11-story reinforced concrete shear-core office building was studied.7,8 The nonlinear vibrating mechanical
system described by the Duffing equation was presented.9 Some active control methods to suppress vibrations also

can be found.10 The rotational absorber was also proposed.3,11–13 To design a multidynamic vibration absorber

and various dynamic absorbers, the optimization algorithm was applied.14–19 The closed-form solution of the
optimal design of dynamic vibration absorbers was proposed20 and an optimization problem minimizing the

standard deviation of difference among vibration amplitudes was presented. To suppress the vibration of beam-

type structure, two inerter-based passive vibration configurations were also proposed.21

Several types of dynamic absorbers also have been proposed. When the frequencies of the excitation loads are

known in prior, the tuned mass damper system is effective and robust and it shows various applications in

mechanical and civil engineering applications.22–24 However, it is also noticed that if the mass ratio between
the masses of a hosting structure and a vibration damper is below 1%, the vibration reduction magnitude may be

insufficient.25–27 To overcome this limitation, the actively controlled tuned mass damper, the semi-actively con-

trolled tuned mass damper, the actively controlled vibration absorbers and the semi-actively controlled vibration
absorbers have been researched.25–27 It was proposed that employing active tuned mass damper and active actu-

ator, spring and damper are placed parallel together and the force exerted by the active actuator can be controlled

to modify the working frequency and the damping effect. With the semi-actively controlled tuned mass damper,
the damping force for each half-vibration cycle can be modulated with a passive mass-spring system and semi-

active damper. Recently, the metamaterial-based resonators have been proposed.28–30 Depending on the excita-
tion load condition and the type of hosting structure, various dynamic absorbers have been proposed.

This research presents a new passive dynamic absorber suppressing vibrations at different frequencies simul-

taneously. One of the shortcomings of the conventional dynamic vibration absorber may be that it only absorbs

Figure 1. Passive dynamic absorber: (a) passive tuned mass damper and (b) dynamic absorbers attached to a beam.
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the vibration at a certain frequency of a linear continuous structure. This characteristic of the dynamic absorber
can be advantageous when the loading condition, i.e. force or moment, contains one single excitation frequency.
But eventually, external loads in realistic vibrating mechanical systems contain several excitation frequencies and
this becomes inefficient to use one kind of dynamic absorber. In this case, an active vibration absorber is
recommended for variable frequency operation conditions. To overcome this shortcoming, this research presents
a new type of passive dynamic absorber attenuating two bending modes and one torsional mode. This dynamic
absorber consists of two beams connected a hosting structure. The size of the dynamic absorber studied here is
about 10 cm but its sizes can be tuned and optimized to the dynamic absorber application of another size system.

To change the eigenfrequencies of the dynamic absorber, the relationship between the first three eigenfrequen-
cies and the geometric parameters characterizing the present dynamic absorber is considered. Relying on the
theories of solid mechanics and mechanical vibration, it may be possible to derive the approximate eigenfrequen-
cies of the dynamic absorber for the passive vibration absorber. Recently, the developments of FE theory,
computer hardware and software make it enable to compute the eigenfrequencies effectively and fast. For the
application of the present dynamic absorber for mechanical vibration systems with different external vibrations,
the parametric curves of the first three eigenfrequencies, i.e. two bending modes and one torsional mode, of the
present dynamic absorber with respect to the geometric parameters are obtained. Although the relationship
(curves) is complex, it is possible to change the geometric parameters to change the eigenfrequencies to desired
frequencies. However, when very different frequencies should be considered or the different sizes of the dynamic
absorber should be found, some limitations still exist with these curves. Furthermore, as the characteristic length
of the dynamic absorber is about 10 cm, it may be difficult to find out very different size dynamic absorbers. To
overcome this difficulty, this research suggests to apply the structural optimization scheme optimizing the geo-
metric dimensions to minimize the proof mass subject to the frequency constraints. The objective function is
chosen to minimize the proof mass to minimize the material cost. Using the sequential quadratic programming
(SQP) method, it is possible to find out the geometric values of the dynamic absorber for different frequencies.
Some numerical simulation and experiment results are provided in order to show the efficient performance of the
present passive vibration absorber for multiple vibration modes.

This paper is organized as follows: the upcoming section describes the basic equations of the dynamic absorber
in connection to a beam. Next section presents a template of the dynamic absorber and an optimization process to
determine the geometric parameters of the absorber for three frequencies. Subsequently, several numerical and
experiment examples are presented. Finally, the conclusions and future research topics are provided.

Theory of resonance-based dynamic absorber

Before presenting the dynamic absorber for three frequencies, this section provides the review of the basic
equations and the characteristics of the resonance-based dynamic absorber. To understand the characteristics
of the dynamic absorber, sometimes called a tuned mass damper system, we can consider the classical mechanical
system of Figure 2.1 Without the loss of generality, the vibration behavior of the beam of length L often can be
modeled with the Bernoulli–Euler beam theory and a dynamic vibration absorber with m mass and k stiffness is

Figure 2. Vibration of a beam attached with a dynamic vibration absorber.1
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assumed to be attached at a point x¼ a on the beam. Assuming that the install of the dynamic absorber does not
affect the free vibration mode of the hosting structure that is one of the main assumptions, the free vibration
modes /i(x) can be obtained with the following conditions.

d4/i

dx4
¼ bi/i; b

4
i ¼

x2
i mb

EI
(1)

Z L

0
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where the mass, the Young’s modulus, and the second moment of inertia are denoted by mb, E, and I, respectively.
The absolute coordinate of the absorber mass motion is denoted by q2. The transverse vibration of the beam y
(x, t) with the ith eigenmode is formulated as follows

yðx; tÞ ¼ q1ðtÞ/iðxÞ (3)

Neglecting the effect of the damping in Figure 2, the governing equation of the system can be formulated by the
Lagrange approach as follows
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Using the virtual work done by a harmonic externally applied force f(x)ejxt, the virtual work is simplified
as follows

dW ¼
Z L

0

fðxÞejxtdydx
dW ¼ dq1eejxt

(5)

where e is a force-dependent parameter to simply the integration.1 Then the governing equation in the frequency
domain can be formulated as follows
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where Q1 and Q2 are the solutions of q1 and q2 in the frequency domain. With the following nondimensional
numbers, the governing equation can be further simplified as follows

Dimensionless frequency : k ¼ x

b2i

ffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
qA
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r
(9)
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Tuning ratio : T2 ¼ k
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The above equations can be used as metrics for tuning the dynamic absorber. From the above classical dynamic

absorber theory, we can observe the followings:
Note 1: With T¼ k or k

m ¼ x2 and nonzero for /iðaÞ, the response y or Q1 mathematically become zeros.
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Note 2: With k
m
¼ x2 and nonzero /i(a), the response Q1 is independent on the displacement at the dynamic

absorber in theory. In other words, the displacement of the junction of the dynamic absorber, i.e. /i(a), does not

affect the system with the assumption that the install of the dynamic absorber does not affect the free vibration

mode of the hosting structure.
Note 3: Adversely, the note 2 may suggest that some optimal points exist for the location of the dynamic

absorber; in terms of the definition of the optimization, the optimal values of /i(a) can be differentiated.
Note 4: When the dynamic absorber is ideally located at the node points (/i(a)¼ 0 or a point along a standing

wave where the wave has minimum amplitude) of eigenmodes, the systems are decoupled and the displacement of

the dynamic absorber mathematically does not affect to Q1."
EIbi
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¼
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Q1 ¼ e
EIbi4L� x2qAL
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(16)

Note 5: With complex three-dimensional structures, it is essentially required not to place the dynamic absorber

to the nodal points (/i(a)¼ 0) of hosting structure.
Note 6: The above equations assume that the attachment of the dynamic absorber does not affect the responses

of the hosting structure but there are some situations when the mass of the dynamic absorber is heavier enough to

affect the response of the hosting structure.

Multi-degree-of-freedom dynamic absorber

For the sake of mitigating structural vibrations at three frequencies, this section proposes a new dynamic absorber

consisting of one mass and two side arms whose first three eigenmodes are two bending modes and one twisting

mode. It aims to attenuate the dynamic vibrations of three modes simultaneously. In order to observe the dynamic

characteristics of this absorber, the geometric parameters are varied and the eigenfrequencies are plotted versus

Yoon et al. 5



the varied variables. This parametric study can be employed as a heuristic algorithm tuning the eigenfrequencies

with small frequency differences among the eigenfrequencies of a hosting structure and the dynamic absorber. In

addition, to cope with large differences in eigenfrequencies not covered by this heuristic tuning algorithm, this

section also proposes a size optimization framework minimizing the tip mass subject to the errors between the

eigenfrequencies of the absorber and a hosting structure.

A template of a dynamic absorber for three modes

Conventional dynamic absorber in mechanical and civil engineering aims to attenuate vibration at a single res-

onance. It is efficient and widely used for the mitigation of structural vibrations in the field of mechanical and civil

engineering. When the suppression of several vibration modes is required, multiple dynamic absorbers with

different eigenmodes can be installed. However, the increased total weight of several dynamic absorbers inevitably

affects the vibration modes of the hosting structure and some side effects such as the cost increase, the complex

installation or the space confinement can also occur. Therefore, it inevitabely can deteriorate the performance of

the dynamic absorber. To resolve this side effect, it is possible to develop a single dynamic absorber for multiple

vibration modes of hosting structure. To achieve this purpose, this research proposes to use the dynamic absorber

in Figure 3 with one mass and two side arms whose first frequencies with a given geometry are about 4.5221Hz,

25.4584Hz, and 74.2961Hz, respectively. The ends of the two arms of this dynamic absorber can be attached to

the surfaces of hosting structure. As shown in Figure 3, the first and third modes are the bending modes and the

second mode is the twisting/torsional mode. Not to mention, the eigenfrequencies and the mode shapes are

determined by the geometric dimensions as illustrated in Figure 4.
The geometric parameters of the dynamic absorber affect the eigenfrequencies. The first and third eigenfre-

quencies are decreased with respect to the third power of the length of the arms ls as the bending rigidity is

decreased with respect to the three power of the arm length. The second twisting eigenfrequency is decreased with

respect to the length as the twisting rigidity is proportionally decreased with respect to the length. By increasing

the width bs, the eigenfrequencies are increased however due to the mass effect of the arms, some nonlinear

behaviors are observed as shown in Figure 4(c). By increasing the thickness, ts, the eigenfrequencies are also

increased (Figure 4(d)). By increasing the dimensions of the mass, i.e. lm, bm, and tm, the eigenfrequencies are

decreasing. Compared with the other design variables, the design variable, ds, allows us to tune the eigenfrequen-

cies in detail. Note that these curves can make it possible to tune this dynamic absorber by an engineer.

Figure 3. A design of multifrequency vibration absorber and the mode shapes: (a) a design of multifrequency vibration absorber and
(b) the mode shapes.
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Figure 4. Analysis of the effect of each parameter on the first, the second, and the third eigenfrequencies: (a) mode shapes of the
dynamic absorber and (b)–(f) eigenfrequencies according to seven geometric parameters.
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Parametric optimization of the dynamic absorber

The dynamic absorber in Figure 3 can attenuate the three vibration modes about 4Hz, 25Hz, and 74Hz, simul-
taneously. By changing the dimensions of this dynamic absorber, it can be tuned for another hosting structure
with different resonance frequencies. Figure 4(b) to (h) illustrate the variations of the eigenfrequencies with respect
to the geometric dimensions and as discussed engineers can rely on them to change the geometric parameters for
different frequencies. This approach can be effective in case of small differences among the eigenfrequencies. On
the other hand, it is possible to use the size optimization process to determine the geometric dimensions of the
dynamic absorber by solving the following optimization problem in the equation (17) minimizing the mass of the
dynamic absorber subject to the constraints for the eigenfrequencies. This optimization problem can be efficiently

Figure 5. Optimization procedure.

Figure 6. (a) The FE model of fix-free beam and (b) the simulated three frequency modes (material property: 183 GPa, Poisson’s
ratio: 0.3, Density: 7840 kg/m3, 0.59 m� 0.065 m� 0.0019 m).
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solved by the gradient optimizer and this research employs the SQP approach, i.e., fmincon in Matlab, for an
optimizer. For the sensitivity analysis, the finite difference method is employed. Figure 5 presents the overall
optimization procedure. With this size optimization framework, it is possible to effectively determine the geo-
metric parameters of the dynamic absorber for different eigenfrequencies. The existence of an optimal solution of
the size optimization problem in the equation (17) should be considered from a mathematical point of view.
In case of the nonexistence of an optimal solution with the present dynamic absorber with one mass and two arms,

Figure 7. The effect of the location of the dynamic absorber: (a) the FE simulated frequency response functions at y¼ 0.1 m, (b) the
FE simulated frequency response functions at y¼ 0.5 m, and (c) the response curves with several locations.
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it is possible to increase the degrees of freedom in geometry to the absorber by adding arms or changing the
optimization parameters.

Minimize
X

lm � bm � tm

Subject to ðf1 � f t1Þ26e

ðf2 � f t2Þ26e

ðf3 � f t3Þ26e

X ¼ ½ls; bs; ts; lm; bm; tm; ds�

(17)

Figure 8. Vibration reduction effect by the multifrequency vibration absorber at the different positions: (a) experiment setup, (b) the
position of the dynamic absorber, (c) an experimental frequency response function result at 0.1 m, (d) an experimental frequency
response function result at 0.5 m and (e) vibration experiment results at different positions.
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where the objective function is the total mass lm� bm� tm and the constraints for the differences of the
eigenfrequencies (fi, i¼ 1, 2, 3) and the target frequencies (fti ; i ¼ 1; 2; 3) are constrained in the optimization
formulation (17). As the enforcing of the equal constraints exactly is impossible, an allowable error bound is
denoted by e.

Simulation and experiment verifications

To show the effectiveness and application of the present dynamic absorber, this section conducts FE simulations
and an experiment to bring the resonant amplitude down by attaching the dynamic absorber to hosting structure.

Beam vibration example

The first example verifies the performance of the dynamic absorber through the FE simulation and an experiment
with the fixed-free beam in Figure 6 whose first eigenfrequencies are 4.2916Hz, 26.8939Hz, and 75.3788Hz.
At one end, a unit force is applied and at the other end, the vertical acceleration is computed using the FE model.
The frequency response functions with and without the vibration absorber are computed and compared in
Figure 7(a: y¼ 0.1 m), (b: y¼ 0.5 m), and (c). By attaching the dynamic absorber, the reductions of the three
resonance amplitudes are observed in Figure 7. The amplitude of the third resonance is little affected as the
location and position are not optimized. The theory of the classical dynamic absorber does not consider the mass
of the dynamic absorber as noted in an earlier section. To investigate the effect of the location of the dynamic
absorbers, Figure 7(c) simulates the frequency response functions with the different locations and it shows that the
third resonance can be effectively attenuated by changing the location; this is due to the change of the effective
mass for the third eigenmodes. By investigating the modes of the two structures, it can be observed that when the
mode shape of the hosting structure is matched to the relative mode shape of the dynamic absorber, the huge
attenuation can be achievable.

To validate the performance of the dynamic absorber, we conduct an experiment in Figure 8. Compared with
the FE simulation in Figure 7, almost the same responses can be obtained with some discrepancies due to the

Figure 9. The equally distributed multiple dynamic vibration absorbers: (a) an FE model with five dynamic absorbers, (b) an FE model
with single absorbers, and (c) the FE simulated frequency response functions.

Yoon et al. 11



small differences in the material properties and the boundary conditions. It was an issue on how to efficiently
install the dynamic absorber, i.e. location and angle configuration. The theory of the tuned mass damper states
that the damper should be placed in parallel to the vibration of hosting structure. Therefore, it is not clear how to
in install these dampers aiming to attenuate the vibrations of multiple frequencies. Indeed, to find out the optimal
location of the dynamic absorber, the location of the dynamic absorber can be varied in Figure 8(c) and (e). As
illustrated, the position of the dynamic absorber affects the performance of the dynamic absorber. This implies
that an engineer should determine a location effectively attenuating the three frequencies considering its appli-
cation area and its effective masses at each eigenfrequencies.

To overlay the vibration attenuation effect with the multifrequency vibration absorber at each location shown
in Figure 7, the five multifrequency vibration absorbers are simultaneously arranged at intervals of 0.1 m as in
Figure 9(a). The significant response attenuation can be achieved in Figure 9. The results in Figure 9(a) and (c)
confirm that each dynamic absorber attached to each location has a different vibration damping effect and also
shows that the multiple dynamic absorbers become effective in reducing the vibration.

Furthermore this example also shows the importance of the locations of the vibration absorbers to maximize
the attenuation. The classical theory of absorber is based on a system with one degree of freedom for the opti-
mization of mass/spring constants and control parameters of dynamic absorber. In order to compare the perfor-
mance with a dynamic absorber for single frequency absorbers, the model with three absorbers in Figure 9(b) and
its performance are compared. As shown, the present dynamic absorber can attenuate the resonances
simultaneously.

Figure 10. The first three vibration modes of a L-beam: (a) a geometry, (b) the first mode (3.4457 Hz), (c) the second mode
(10.2072Hz), and (d) the third mode (34.7549 Hz).
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L-beam vibration example

To further study the vibration attenuation effect of the multifrequency vibration absorber and to demonstrate
how to adjust the geometry of the dynamic absorber, the vibrations of the L-beam in Figure 10(a) are considered.
The eigenfrequencies and their associated eigenmodes of the L-beam are computed in Figure 10; the first three
eigenfrequencies are 3.4457Hz, 10.2072Hz, and 34.7549Hz, respectively. In case of the application of the dynam-
ic absorber for a single frequency, it is easy to modify the mass or the spring constant to precisely match the
vibration modes of the hosting structure with those of the dynamic absorber. When more than two eigenfrequen-
cies are of interest, however, it is not straightforward. In other words, it often becomes cumbersome to match the
eigenfrequencies of the dynamic absorber and the hosting structure as a change of one geometric parameter can
make one eigenfrequency close to the target eigenfrequency but an adverse effect to another target eigenfrequency.
It can be a serious issue with the three eigenfrequencies.

As the eigenfrequencies of the dynamic absorber in the previous example are different to the eigenfrequencies
of the L-beam, the direct application of the previous dynamic absorber is not possible and some modifications of
the geometry are essential in order to adjust the eigenfrequencies of the dynamic absorber to those of the L-beam.
After some trials and errors with the heuristic tuning algorithm using the curves of Figure 4, we can come up with
the new design (right of Figure 11(a)) whose eigenmodes and eigenfrequencies in Figure 11(b) are within 10%

Figure 11. An optimized multifrequency vibration absorber for the L-beam in Figure 10: (a) an initial design and an optimized design
(ls¼ 31.8440 mm, bs¼ 10.4789 mm, ts¼ 1.5000 mm, lm ¼ 5.0569 mm, bm ¼ 24.7000 mm, tm¼ 0.5266 mm, ds¼ 21.6039 mm) and
(b) the first three modes of the optimized design (3.3385 Hz, 10.1810 Hz, and 34.94 Hz).
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Figure 12. The FE simulation with the multiple dynamic absorber: (a) the FE simulation model with the present absorber, (b) the FE
simulation model with the absorbers tuned to each frequency (single absorbers), and (c) the FE simulated frequency
response functions.

Figure 13. The three fundamental vibration modes of a bracket: (a) a geometry, (b) the first mode (30.9958 Hz), (c) the second
mode (44.0977 Hz), and (d) the third mode (109.0059 Hz).
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errors with the eigenfrequencies of the L-beam. It is the best design with the heuristic design method and the
design with 10% error still can dramatically reduce the performance of the dynamic absorber. To compensate this
error, Figure 12(a) shows the attachment of the nine dynamic absorbers; the dynamic absorbers are equally
distributed at the boundaries of the beam. Figure 12(b) shows the beam with the absorbers tuned for the each
frequency (the single absorbers). Figure 12(c) shows the comparison between the frequency response functions
with/without the absorber and with the single absorbers; the impact force is applied near to the clamp boundary
condition and the acceleration at the end of the beam is measured. It shows that the peaks at the resonances are
significantly reduced. In order to compare the performance with a dynamic absorber for single-frequency absorb-
ers, the model in Figure 12(b) with single absorbers is compared with the present absorber of Figure 12(a).

Figure 14. An optimized multifrequency vibration absorber for the bracket in Figure 13: (a) an initial design and an optimized design
(ls¼ 31.84400mm, bs¼ 10.4789mm, ts¼ 1.5000mm, lm ¼ 5.0569mm, bm ¼ 24.7000mm, tm¼ 0.5266mm, ds¼ 21.6039mm) and
(b) the first three modes of the optimized design (31.1779Hz, 43.8442Hz, 109.0759Hz).
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The comparison is shown in Figure 12(c). As illustrated, the present dynamic absorber can attenuate the reso-
nances simultaneously. It is also possible to use the three different dynamic absorbers. However, it can cause some
difficulties in finding optimal layout and can increase the cost.

3D Bracket vibration example

The dynamic absorber in Figure 3 aims to attenuate the three modes about 4Hz, 25Hz, and 74Hz, simulta-
neously. By changing the dimensions of this dynamic absorber, it can be applied to other structures with different
resonance frequencies. To show this opportunity, the application of the dynamic absorber for the bracket with the
associated boundary conditions in Figure 13(a) is considered. This bracket shows the first three eigenfrequencies
of 30.9958Hz, 44.0977Hz, and 109.0059Hz in Figure 13(b), (c), and (d), respectively. Compared with the eigen-
frequencies of Figure 3, they are significantly different and it is hard to manually and heuristically change the
geometry parameters of Figure 3 to attenuate the vibrations. To resolve this difficulty systematically, the opti-
mization process in equation (17) can be applied and the optimal design in Figure 14 with 31.1779Hz, 43.8442Hz,
109.0759Hz can be obtained. Then, to attenuate the vibrations at the observer point, several vibration absorbers
are mounted to the bracket in Figure 15(a) (left). Figure 15(a) (right) shows the bracket with the single absorbers
tuned for each frequencies. The frequency response functions are shown in Figure 15(b) illustrating that the
optimized dynamic damper is effective in reducing the vibrations at the observer point. This example shows
that the present dynamic absorber and the optimization algorithm can be useful in reducing the vibration.

Conclusions

This research studies a new type of dynamic absorber for three frequencies. The dynamic absorber theories are
based on the eigenfrequencies and eigenmodes of hosting structure and mainly the vibration reduction of one
resonance frequency has been researched. From an engineering point of view, it is one of the important and
complex subjects to consider multiple frequency vibrations only with a passive tuned mass damper for complex-
shaped hosting structure. To contribute this research field, this study presents a new dynamic absorber attenuating
two bending modes and one twisting mode simultaneously. With the present dynamic absorber, the vibration
reduction for three frequencies of hosting structure can be possible. It was noticed that the manual adjustments,

Figure 15. A bracket with the optimized dynamic absorber: (a) the bracket with the optimized dynamic absorbers and the
conventional single absorbers and (b) the frequency response functions of the observer point.
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i.e. trial and error, of the geometric parameters are cumbersome because the modification of one geometric

parameter for a particular frequency causes the changes of the other frequencies of the vibration damper of

interest. To effectively optimize the geometric parameters of the dynamic absorber, the approach based on the

frequency response curves and the size optimization method were presented. To show the validity of the present

dynamic absorber, the suppression of the resonance oscillations of the three structures is considered, i.e. two beam

problems and a bracket problem using FE simulation and experiment. The present dynamic absorber is effective

in attenuating the vibrations at three frequencies simultaneously. Compared with the conventional dynamic

absorbers tuned for single frequencies, it has some advantages in compactness. For a specific frequency range,

the reductions of the vibrations by the present absorber can be smaller than that of the conventional dynamic

absorbers. For future research topic, it is possible to combine the developed dynamic absorber and the optimi-

zation schemes (a heuristic and a size optimization scheme) for the application of mechanical metamaterial.

Furthermore, a research to find out the optimal location of dynamic absorbers maximizing the effective mass

should be researched.

Declaration of conflicting interests

The author(s) declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the research, authorship, and/or publication of

this article.

Funding

The author(s) disclosed receipt of the following financial support for the research, authorship, and/or publication of this

article: This work was supported by the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF) Grant funded by the Korea gov-

ernment (MSIT) (No. 2018R1A5A7025522).

ORCID iD

Gil Ho Yoon https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0634-8329

References

1. Jacquot R. Optimal dynamic vibration absorbers for general beam systems. J Sound Vib 1978; 60: 535–542.
2. Yang C, Li D and Cheng L. Dynamic vibration absorbers for vibration control within a frequency band. J Sound Vib 2011;

330: 1582–1598.
3. Cheung Y and Wong W. Isolation of bending vibration in a beam structure with a translational vibration absorber and a

rotational vibration absorber. J Vib Control 2008; 14: 1231–1246.
4. Oliveira F, Botto MA, Morais P, et al. Semi-active structural vibration control of base-isolated buildings using magneto-

rheological dampers. J Low Freq Noise Vib Active Control 2018; 37: 565–576.
5. Behrens S, Fleming A and Moheimani S. A broadband controller for shunt piezoelectric damping of structural vibration.

Smart Mater Struct 2003; 12: 18.
6. Hunt JB and Nissen JC. The broadband dynamic vibration absorber. J Sound Vib 1982; 83: 573–578.
7. Butterworth J, Lee JH and Davidson B. Experimental determination of modal damping from full scale testing. In: 13th

world conference on earthquake engineering, Vol. 310, Vancouver, Canada, 1–6 August 2004.
8. Cruciat R and Ghindea C. Experimental determination of dynamic characteristics of structures. Math Model Civil Eng

2012; 4: 51–59.
9. Beltran-Carbajal F and Silva-Navarro G. Active vibration control in Duffing mechanical systems using dynamic vibration

absorbers. J Sound Vib 2014; 333: 3019–3030.
10. You H, Shen Y, Xing H, et al. Optimal control and parameters design for the fractional-order vehicle suspension system.

J Low Freq Noise Vib Active Control 2018; 37: 456–467.
11. Hill SG and Snyder SD. Design of an adaptive vibration absorber to reduce electrical transformer structural vibration.

J Vib Acoust 2002; 124: 606–611.
12. Hosek M, Olgac N and Elmali H. The centrifugal delayed resonator as a tunable torsional vibration absorber for multi-

degree-of-freedom systems. J Vib Control 1999; 5: 299–322.
13. Sun Y and Thomas M. Control of torsional rotor vibrations using an electrorheological fluid dynamic absorber. J Vib

Control 2011; 17: 1253–1264.
14. Wang X, Yang B and Yu H. Optimal design and experimental study of a multidynamic vibration absorber for multi-

frequency excitation. J Vib Acoust 2017; 139: 031011.
15. Tan X, Hua L, Lu C, et al. A new method for optimizing the parameters of torsional vibration dampers. J Vibroeng

2017; 19.

Yoon et al. 17

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0634-8329
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0634-8329


16. Brown B and Singh T. Minimax design of vibration absorbers for linear damped systems. J Sound Vib 2011;
330: 2437–2448.

17. Wong W and Cheung Y. Optimal design of a damped dynamic vibration absorber for vibration control of structure excited
by ground motion. Eng Struct 2008; 30: 282–286.

18. Hua Y, Wong W and Cheng L. Optimal design of a beam-based dynamic vibration absorber using fixed-points theory.
J Sound Vib 2018; 421: 111–131.

19. Cheung Y and Wong W. H-infinity optimization of a variant design of the dynamic vibration absorber-revisited and new
results. J Sound Vib 2011; 330: 3901–3912.

20. Barredo E, Blanco A, Col�ın J, et al. Closed-form solutions for the optimal design of inerter-based dynamic vibration
absorbers. Int J Mech Sci 2018; 144: 41–53.

21. Jin X, Chen MZ and Huang Z. Minimization of the beam response using inerter-based passive vibration control config-
urations. Int J Mech Sci 2016; 119: 80–87.

22. Tso M, Yuan J and Wong W. Suppression of random vibration in flexible structures using a hybrid vibration absorber.
J Sound Vib 2012; 331: 974–986.

23. Zaman I, Salleh MM, Ismon M, et al. Vibration attenuation of plate using multiple vibration absorbers. In: MATEC web

of conferences, Vol. 13. EDP Sciences, p. 03003, 2014.
24. Ucar H and Basdogan I. Dynamic characterization and modeling of rubber shock absorbers: a comprehensive case study.

J Low Freq Noise Vib Active Control 2018; 37: 509–518.
25. Fischer D and Isermann R. Mechatronic semi-active and active vehicle suspensions. Control Eng Pract 2004;

12: 1353–1367.
26. Kurata N, Kobori T, Takahashi M, et al. Actual seismic response controlled building with semi-active damper system.

Earthquake Eng Struct Dyn 1999; 28: 1427–1447.
27. Liu Y, Waters T and Brennan M. A comparison of semi-active damping control strategies for vibration isolation of

harmonic disturbances. J Sound Vib 2005; 280: 21–39.
28. Pai PF, Peng H and Jiang S. Acoustic metamaterial beams based on multi-frequency vibration absorbers. Int J Mech Sci

2014; 79: 195–205.
29. Peng H, Pai PF and Deng H. Acoustic multi-stopband metamaterial plates design for broadband elastic wave absorption

and vibration suppression. Int J Mech Sci 2015; 103: 104–114.
30. Xu J, Wang J, Yang R, et al. Frequency-tunable metamaterial absorber with three bands. Optik 2018; 172: 1057–1063.

18 Journal of Low Frequency Noise, Vibration and Active Control 0(0)


