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An Analysis on the Coincidences Experience of Travelers: A Grounded Theory Study
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ABSTRACT : The purpose of this study is to understand the development process and context of a
coincidence experience that provides pleasure and meaning in travel. The in—depth interviews of 11
participants and data were analyzed using grounded theory. As a result, people who experienced
coincidence in the trip were either on an impromptu trip without planning or with flexibly changing the
schedule, or traveling alone. Participants experienced a coincidence while attempting to be tense and

various trial and error at first, as they were placed in a somewhat uncertain environment through
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improvised travel and traveling alone. The central phenomenon — coincidence - is a form of synchronicity

in which multiple events encounter at the same time, or It appears as a seriality in which the same event

occurs repeatedly. After experiencing the coincidence, people were wondering if the coincidence was

caused by someone's intention and an emotional reactions such as admiration and joy emerged only

through the conviction that no specific cause was found, or that it was not the intention of someone, or

the result of giving meaning such as memories or moments of growth. This suggests that people were

experiencing coincidences in the process of creating uncertain situations through trips, overcoming

tensions and anxieties, and challenging themselves. The coincidence provided existential authenticity to

travelers, which allowed people to experience a series of happiness.

Keywords : Coincidence, Serendipity, Experience, Authenticity, Improvisational travel, Happiness,

Grounded theory
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Destination
China, Japan,
Hongkong
USA, Canada
Korea Geoje
USA
Canada
Uzbekistan
Swiss
Japan
Ttaly
Seoul Korea
Turkey

]
(Table 1) Respondents
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Postgraduate
student
Professor
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A3l
A3k o] Fagh], 013 %18l Guba and
Lincoln(1981) o] AAI gk A& (credibility), &
o]7}s7d(transferability), ©]/3(dependability),
54 (confirmability) °l2ks 24 AT9]

o

7] S8l BE FA, BelA B AT,

AolksA e kol Se] Ao 448 5 e
2~ 0

EAoRA, B3 T3 AL5] 33} Fofo] up
AL 9 TR ATA 2909 AEE we
A =g]A v o} BEdt Ao OFE A

(Table 2) Open coding

Core category Subcategory

Core concept

Sudden decision-making

Suddenly and impulsively go on a trip

Improvisational
travel

Travel without plan

Traveling without preparation
Going on a trip without a plan

Flexible itinerary travel

Decide where to go according to the mood
Modified without strict schedule

The whole solo travel

Traveling the entire itinerary alone

Solo travel
Partly solo travel

Some sections go alone, some together

longing for the trip

Int. t . .
o nieres excited for the first trip
Curiosity -
Each thing to encounter was new
Novelty .
something never seen before
. I will never meet again because I am foreign
Anonymity . .
Far from where [ live, no one can recognize me
Attempt
Take the courage to talk
Courage

Go to the destination with only map by myself




Accidental encounter

A& T oAt A A

ui?_
IS

17

Meet by chance at the same place
Meet at the same time festival

Synchronicity A good guide has been assigned
Mysterious encounter Unexpectedly encountering where you have gone
with improvised choices
Rate repetition The same thing happens tvyice
Meet the person I met again
Seriality

Repeated luck

Each other’s opinions are always the same
Experienced luck several times

Hard to happen
Low probability

I think it’s ridiculous
It is very unlikely that this will happen

Unexpectedness

No one predicts what will happen
No predictions or expectations in advance

My intention

Not with that intention in advance
Not hope for this situation in advance

Intention
Someone’s intention

Not directed by anyone
Occurs naturally without specific intent

Causal connection

Thinking about why this happened
Inevitably analyzing coincidence

Causal connection

Interpreted as a grace from God

Int tati . . .
nterpretation Feeling the great fate that decides your life
Impression Thankful heart
P A crushing impression
Admiration Mystor Such a situation feels so strange
v v I feel mystery
Surprise Amazed how this happened
P The moment you touch me feels a surprise
Recollection It is an event that leaves a line of life.
Remembered as the best trip in your life
Memor Clearly remembered even after a long time
Meni Y Not forgotten and vividly left in my mind
ening Chanee It was a turning point in his life
g an opportunity to make a difference
Growth Proud of growing up like an adult
A sense of accomplishment from self-growth
2. %39 dlEivhy) maol WhE WAERA  1e Re P, A8/45%E e Y
BAT} 9 B A g ofn)e)

=

A3 2e FFlT v

o, Wed zde BT E, 3
Qe BAA $LT ANA 4, FA

[e)
zge

2 EZEAT. 23 98 gariel
(Figure 1) AAstAT,
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Causal conditions

*  Improvisational travel

‘ +  Solo travel

Intervening conditions

| Context Phenomenon
» Curiosity * Synchronidity
+ Attempt ‘ * Seriality
Action strategies
* Intention

+ Causal connection

+ Low probability |

Consequences

*  Admiration
‘ + Meaning

(Figure 1) Paradigm model of coincidence experience
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