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General Education in University of Korea and Korean History

Yun, Hae—Dong
Professor, RICH, Hanyang University

Abstract

With the so-called 4™ Industrial Revolution, the speed of technology development is getting faster, while at rhe same
time the polarization of labor market is getting worse. Therefore mid-skilled management layer is disappearing and the middle
class is collapsing. There is no place to which humanities graduates to go and on the whole the humanities finds itself
in crisis at university. After the modern university was established in Europe, general education had been understood as
a essential device to secure criticism and universalities of university education. But with the crisis of humanities, the status
of general education now stands on shaky ground.

After the Korean liberation from Japan, value neutrality and marginality was strengthened and deepened in general education
at university of Korea as the Japanese and American general education model was mixing together. The study of Korean
history expanded tremendously in general education, when it was designated as a legal general education subject in 1974.
For that reason, nationalistic nature of Korean history was strengthened and to some degree maintained after it was released
from the legal ties in 1989. However the foundation of modern historiography is now fundamentally shaky. Thus we are

in desperate need to seek a Korean history general education that can cultivate criticism, universality and imagination.

Key Words: University, Liberal Arts, Modern University, General Education, Korean History, Criticism, Universality,
Imagination



