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Reconsideration on Instructional Designer’s Expertise from

the Perspectives of Phronesis(Practical Wisdom)

Yeong Mahn You

Hanyang University

The purpose of this study is to explore an alternative perspective of instructional designer’s expertise
from the lens of phronesis and draw the implications of phronesis for developing instructional designer’s
expertise. Three different paradigms of instructional designer’s expertise are critically reviewed in order for
this study. That is to say, there are technical rationality that is seen expert’s competencies as
instructional designer’s expertise, practical rationality regarded instructional designer’s expertise as
reflection in and on the process and result of designing instructional systems, and practical wisdom that
has been emerged as a result of an alternative approach to technical and practical rationality in the field
of instructional design. Aristotle defines phronesis in the Nicomachean Ethics as 'a true and reasoned
state of capacity to act with regard to the things that are good or bad for man. It then Cclarifies
phronesis as the core of an excellent instructional designer’s expertise by reinterpreting instructional
designer’s expertise from the perspective of pheonesis. The final purpose of this study is to draw the
implications of phronesis as an alternative paradigm to technical and practical rationality for developing
the right instructional designer who has phronesis as well as epiteme and techne beyond a competent

instructional designer.

Key words : competent instructional designer, vight instructional designer, expertise, tedhnical vationality, practical
rationality, phrovesis
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