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ABSTRACT

English Teacher Qualifications and Environmental Conditions

for Yungbokhap Education:
Focus Group Interviews of Primary and Secondary School Teachers

Sung-Ho G. Ahn*
Hanyang University

This paper analysed responses from two consecutive focused group interviews of two primary and
two secondary "integrative" English teachers focusing on their conceptualization of teacher qual-
ifications and environmental conditions for an ideal yungbokhap education. The interviews were
audio-taped, transcribed and analyzed to obtain results which included the following: First, the ide-
al yungbokhap English teacher must have "curriculum-integration" competency in addition to
his/her subject expertise, strong inter-personal skills, skills for learning and innovation, and an atti-
tude of equity and rationality; second, although English itself is quite feasible for yungbokhap edu-
cation, the participants believe English teachers and students in Korea are not yet prepared to use
English as medium for instruction and learning. To improve the current situation, respondents be-
lieve the secondary education evaluation system and college admission methods should be im-
proved and current class hours for creative experiences must be used purposively. A systematic
and collaborative approach should be established between schools, educational managements, re-
search groups to reasonably alleviate the burdens placed on teachers. On the basis of these results,
it is suggested Korean English teacher preparation programs should be appropriately modified to
meet the needs for 21st century English teachers in Korea.

Key words: focus group interview, yungbokhap education, English education, curriculum integration, English teacher
qualifications
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