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The analysis of a structurd model for early adults’ fear of romantic intimacy:

Foausing on childhood emotional maltreatment, disconnection/rejection

early maladaptive schema and ambivalence over emotiomal expressiveness
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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study & to verify a structural model predicting early adults’ fear of romantic intimacy. This study is particularly
interested in the effect of a distal factor, childhood emotional mdtreament, on eardy adulthood far of romantic intimacy and tred to
shed light on the mediaion path connecting beeween childhood emotional matreament and early adulthood fear of romantic intimacy.
Based on a literature review, a hypothetial strucurd model wa proposed. The proposed model is @ follows: childood emotional
maltreatment affeas the devebpment of dswmeton/rejection eady maladaptive shema and this incesed disonnectonfdecion
schema further @ntrbutes to the inaeme of ealy adults’ fear of romantc intimay dther directly or through the mediation of the
ambivalence over emotional expressiveness. The participants were 409 ealy adults @17 females and 192 males) aged between 18 and
40 who completed selfreport questionnaires asessing the varidles of ths study. The wrrelaion analyses demonstraed significant
positive correlaions among the varables. The strucural equation modeling SEM) analyses suggested tha the proposed structural model
was valid, demorstrating good fits berween the proposed hypothetical modd and obtained empirical data, thus yielding significant pach
coeffidents for the proposed pahs to be valid. Through the study, we could better undestand the importance of ealy experiences
with caretakers and early makhdaptive schema in the later devdopment of romantic inimacy ssues. Particulady, this study shows this
through identifying the spedfic path of childhood emotiond maltreatment leading to the erly adulthood fear of romantic intimay.
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