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Abstract

This study aims to develop contemporary fashion designs from the unique Yao minority
costumes and to explore the possibility of developing creative designs by using knitting
materials. The research method is based on the cultural clothing and costumes of the Chinese
ethnic minority, as well as literature concerning the Yao costumes and photo data to
investigate the cultural background and characteristics apparent in Yao costumes. The overall
design characteristics of Yao costumes are as follows. First, the shape of Yao costumes are
divided into straight-lined short tops with pleated skirts or shorts, or cardigan tops with pants
and aprons, or long shirts, pants, and a belt. Each variant of tribal clothing is different.
Second, the colors used are mainly black or dark blue, and these are accented by other
colors, such as red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and white. Third, the clothing patterns are
mainly in plant, animal, natural, geometric, and human, etc. motifs. The most common
patterns in daily life are the patterns using geometric shapes, plants, or animals. Using the
background of the unique lifestyles of the Yao ethnic minority, this study applied hand
knitting and jacquard techniques for a knit fashion design. In order to develop traditional
patterns, Yao patterns were entered into an Illustrator and SDS-ONE APEX3-4 was used for
simulation., Using wool fibers as the raw material; the knitting machine used a Bird's eye
Jacquard technique-10GG. The results of this research and design work were as follows. First,
the knitted clothing design using Yao clothing elements has significance for the development
and flexible use of ethnic elements in contemporary creative design. Second, the straight cut
design using hand-knitted and jacquard-knit fabrics can minimize waste materials and provide
more possibilities for sustainable design development. Third, it provides additional methods
for the combination of hand-knitting and jacquard knitting fashion design.

Key Words: Yao minority costumes(24E 2% B-2]) knit fashion design(HEIHTI=}QI),
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