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| abstract |

A Study on the Intellectual Property of Sports
such as the Olympics*

Yun, Sun-Hee**

In recent years, various companies have been sponsoring major
sporting events such as the Olympic Games to gain advertising and
publicity effects that expose their trade names and other business
signs to the media. This has led to a management strategy to gain
management performance that surpasses competitors. Indeed, this

strategy is effective.

Major sports competitions, such as the Olympic Games and the
World Cup, have been promoted by their organizers and host
countries. As a result, the purpose of the Games tends to be changed
from participation to economic value. Many imitations related to
the economic value of the current sporting events are emerging, and
it has been causing legal disputes.

The protection of intellectual property rights in sports such as the
Olympics can be divided as follows. First, the protection of
Copyright Act such as sports journals and theses, and sports
competition plans such as the Olympics and World Cups, or related
architectural works and broadcasting rights. Second, the protection
of Patent Act such as sports equipment, facilities, installation, etc.
Third, the protection of Trademark Act such as marks, symbols and

* This work was supported by the research fund of Hanyang University(HTY-2017).
#k Professor of Law (J.S.D,, J.D.), University of Seoul Law School.
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trademarks in sporting goods such as Olympic games and World
Cups.

In this way, protection of intellectual property rights in sports
such as the Olympics is various. And the related laws and
regulations also include Trademark Act, Unfair Competition
Prevention Act, Patent Act, and Copyright Act.

The International treaty for the protection of intellectual property
in sports such as the Olympics is the “Nairobi Treaty on the
Protection of the Olympic Symbol” proclaimed on September 26,
1981.

However, in order to be protected by the Copyright Act, the sport
game itself must be a ‘creative production belong to the category
of original literary, scientific or artistic works’. however, that ‘the
sports game' itself does not fall within the category of original
literary, scientific or artistic works.

This paper examines the overall intellectual property rights in
sports such as the Olympics. In particular, the paper contains
research on issues such as patents, copyrights and marks.
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