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Table 1. Maternal Demographics (N=54)
Frequency (%)
Education
9th years 1 (19
12th years 28 (51.9)
some college 9 (16.7)
college graduate 11 (20.4)
beyond college 5 (93)
Employment
not employed 28 (51.9)
employed 26 (48.1)
Country of Origin
China 14 (25.9)
Vietnam 10 (18.5)
Japan 8 (14.8)
Philippine 7 13.0)
Uzbekistan 4 (74
Mongolia 3 (5.6
Taiwan 2 (3.7
Russia 2 (37
Thailand 1 (19
USA 1 (19
Cambodia 1 (19
Canada 1 (19
Language with Child
Korean Only 24 (44.4)
Mainly Korean+Mother Lang. 16 (29.6)
Mainly Mother Lang.+Korean 13 (24.1)
Mother Lang. +Gesture 1 (19
Mean (SD)
Age
33.46 (5.26)
Years in Korea
6.98 (3.41)
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Table 2. Descriptive statistics of scores of maternal acculturation and preschoolers’ social

abilities (N=54)

Variables # of Items Minimum Maximum Item M (SD)
Integration 5 1.60 4.60 3.28 (.71)
Maternal Assimilation 6 1.00 4.33 2.67 (77)
Acculturation Separation 4 2.00 5.00 3.38 (.78)
Marginalization 8 1.00 4.13 2.48 (.69)
Leadership 9 1.22 4.89 3.13 (.70)

Child
Cooperativeness 9 1.56 5.00 3.19 (.72)
Social Abilities

Sociability 5 1.40 5.00 3.11 (.66)
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Table 3. Frequency analysis results of
preschool children’s percentile scores on the
Boston Naming Test (N=54) and on the

Sentence Comprehension Test (N=34)
Expressive Language Abilities
(Korean-Version Boston Naming Test)
%™ score Freq. % Cum. %
o 30 55.6 55.6
1 5™ 11 203 75.9
610" 2 3.7 79.6
115" 6 114 90.7
16"-20" 2 37 94.4
21925 0 0 944
26430 0 0 944
31°35" 2 3.7 98.1
57 1 19 100.0
Total 54 100.0 100.0
Receptive Language Abilities
(Sentence Comprehension Test)
%™ score Freq. % Cum. %
o 2 5.9 5.9
1*10® 9 26.5 324
120" 5 14.7 47.1
21%-30® 0 0.0 47.1
31h40™ 3 8.8 55.9
41%-50" 3 8.8 64.7
51%-60" 2 5.9 70.6
61%-70™ 4 11.8 824
71%-80" 2 5.8 88.2
81490 2 5.9 94.1
91™-100" 2 5.9 100.0
Total 34 100.0 100.0

Freq.= Frequency; Cum.=Cumulative.
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Table 4. Partial correlation coefficients matrices among four maternal acculturation dimensions

and preschoolers’ language and social abilities after controlling preschooler age (N=54)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

1= Integration -

2= Assimilation 58" -

3= Separation -.18 35" -

4= Marginalization -.05 30" .08 -

5= Expressive Lang. -.05 -.03 .16 -01 -

6= Receptive Lang. 25" A1 .08 -16 36" -

7= Leadership 23" 23" .09 .05 -.04 517 -

8= Cooperativeness -.02 12 -13 -17 18 25" 23" -

9= Sociability 34" 33" .16 01 -.06 37 69" 5T -

Preschooler age=months old; Lang..=Language; raw scores were used for preschoolers' expressive and receptive

ek

language abilities; »<.10 , “p<.03,

»<.01 (all two-tailed).
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Table 5. Summary of hierarchical multiple regression analyses to test the effects of child age and
maternal acculturation on preschoolers’ language and social abilities

Criterion Child Language Abilities Child Sodial Abilicies

Expressive Receptive Leadership Cooperativeness Sociability

Predictor SteplB Step2B AR Stepl 3 Step23 AR Stepl B Step23 AR Stepl B Step23 AR Stepl 3 Step23 AR
Stepl

Child Age 627 2™ 38T st os1™ 26T .04 04 .00 -03  -03 .00 00 .01 .00
Step2

Integration -04 .00 22" .05 23 05 -02 .00 34" 2™
Final Model R® 38" 30" .05 .00 12
Stepl

Child Age 6272 38T st 50 26T .04 02 .00 -03 -04 .00 00 -03 .00
Step2

Assimilation -03 .00 10 .01 23 05 12 01 34 1™
Final Model R’ 38" 21 06 01 1
Stepl

Child Age 62761 38 51T 50 26T 04 04 .00 -03  -03 .00 00 .01 .00
Step2

Separation 1302 07 .01 09 01 -13 02 -16 .03
Final Model K’ 40" 26 01 02 .03
Stepl

Child Age 6272 38T s 548 26T 04 03 .00 -03 .01 .00 00 .00 .00
Step2

Marginalization -01 .00 15 .02 05 .00 -17 .03 01 .00
Final Model K’ 38" 28" .00 03 .00

N=54; Child Age=months old; raw scores

two-tailed).

were used for

ok

preschoolers' expressive and receptive language abilities; »<.10 , “p<.05, "p<.01 (Gll
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Relationships between Maternal Acculturation and
Preschooler’s Language and Social Abilities in Multi-Cultural Families

Ji-Hoon Oh Hyun-Soo Kim

(Eunha Childcare Center) (Graduate School of Education,
Hanyang University)

Objectives: This study aimed to explore the relationships between maternal acculturation and preschool
children’s language and social abilities in multicultural families. Methods: Participants were immigrant
mothers and their preschool aged children (3 to 6 years old), residing in Seoul and Gyung-gi areas.
Maternal acculturation was measured using a mother’s self-report measure; the preschooler’s social abilities
were measured using a teacher-rating measure; and the preschooler’s expressive and receptive language
abilities were measured using individual language ability tests. Data from a total of 54 dyads of mother
(mean age=33.46 years old, SD=5.26) and child (27 boys and 27 girls; mean age=52.54 months old,
SD=12.89) were included in the analyses. Partial correlation analyses controlling for the child’s age
(months old) and hierarchical multiple regression analyses (entering the child’s age in Step 1 and maternal
acculturation in Step 2) were conducted. Results: The researchers found that integration is the maternal
acculturation factor that positively affects receptive language abilities of preschoolers in multi-cultural
families. Integration and assimilation are the maternal acculturation factors that positively affect leadership
and sociability of preschoolers in multi-cultural families. Conclusions: This study verified the importance of
maternal integration and assimilation acculturation in the development of language and social development

of preschoolers in multi-cultural families.

Keywords: multi-cultural family, maternal aculturation, preschooler, language abilities, social abilities
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