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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop a creative
career education program available for school education
through media-convergence design, and to examine its
effectiveness on creativity and career maturity. It's
basically meant to ensure the successful implementation
of a test-free semester program introduced in 2016. The
program was theoretically based on the OECD(1997)’s
DeSeCo(tThe
Competencies), and “using tools interactively,” “acting
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autonomously” and “interacting in heterogeneous
groups’ were selected as key competencies. To
determine the effectiveness of the program, % students
from the selected demonstration schools located in
seven municipal or provincial areas participated in the
program in the second semester of 2015, and a pretest
and a posttest were carried out to look for any possible
changes in creativity and career maturity. As for its
effectiveness on creativity, TTCT(Torrance Tests of
Creative Thinking) Figural Forms A and B were used.
The instrument used to assess the effectiveness of the
program on career maturity was Korea Employment
Information Service(2006)'s Career Maturity Inventory,
and a pretest and a posttest also were conducted to see

if there were any changes in career planning, attitude,

self-knowledge, career behavior and independence. City
size, school size, type of participation and gender were
selected as the major analysis criteria to discuss career
education divide between urban and rural communities,
which is pointed out as the biggest problem with the
exam-free semester program.

As a result of analyzing the effectiveness of the
program, the middle school students who participated
in the program showed statistically significant
mmprovements in every subfactor of creativity including
fluency, originality, title abstractness, elaboration and
resistance to premature closure. To be specific, they
made the best progress in the area of resistance to
premature closure(t=12.397), followed by originality
(t=9.003) and elaboration(t=7.142). Concerning posttest
average scores by city size, the students from urban
communities got the highest score (29.28), followed by
eup(22.08) and myeon(20.44). Besides, the students who
decided to participate in the program on their
own(3243) got the highest average score in the
posttest, and the students who were selected by their
schools(23.00) got the second highest score. The
students who were recommended by teachers or
parents(13.46) got the third highest score. Regarding
creativity index by gender, the girls(26.76) got a higher
average score in the posttest than the boys(20.02).
When another analysis was made by controlling the
results as a covariable, city size and gender exerted no
statistically significant influences, but the type of
participation, namely the motivation of participation,
was statistically significantly influential.

As to the effectiveness of the program on career
maturity, the middle school students became better at
career planning, awareness of the meaning and
importance of occupation and active career preparation
behavior such as collection of occupational information
and knowledge after their participation in the program.
In particular, the program had better effects on the
career maturity of the students from the provinces and
from smaller schools. The findings of the study
llustrated that the creative career education program
for a free semester operation, which was developed
through media—convergence design, was effective at
boosting creativity and career maturity overall.
Especially, it was closely correlated with the motivation
factor, namely whether to decide to participate in the
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program for oneself, rather than with the factors that
As a matter of fact, it’s feared that the test-free

semester program would be disadvantageous for the

the students couldn’t choose like city size or gender.
students from rural regions and the provinces, but the
findings of the study run counter to this idea. The
exam-free semester program is expected to bring about
communities as well if quality programs are provided

positive changes to career education

for students.
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