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Abstract

Cold-War Entertainment: Propagating Militaristic,
Anti-Communist Masculinity through Popular Film

Kim, Chung-kang(Research Institute of Comparative History and
Culture, Hanyang University)

After the Korean War, to defend the free South Korean society from
brutal North Korean aggression, it was the national imperative to promote
a strong Korean army, which motivated and justified oppressive universal
conscription of the entire South Korean male population. However, the
devastating individual war experience, the ongoing suffering of disabled
war veterans, and relatively weak Korean military to American military
forces residing in Korea, prevented people from voluntarily joining the
army. To avoid such endemic evasion, state officials turned to a variety
of cultural apparatus to propagate positive images of the military camp as
a social institution that was bright, happy and modern. Although such
propagandic tool was much inherited from the Japanese colonial military
conscription system, it was refurbished as a new anti-communistic cold
war politics for Koreans.

This paper explores the socio-cultural and political aspects of
anti-communism films made in South Korea in 1950-60s. I focus
particularly on a film, A Dry-bones and a Fatty Go to the Nonsan
Training Station (1959) and other war films of the 1960s, I argue that the
highly gendered and state-orchestrated consolidation of militaristic
anti-communism was critical to the image production, film language, and

frame and narrative structures of these films. This type of ‘cold war
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entertainment’ ultimately functioned to promote the interaction of ideology
and emotions for a national audience, despite the fact that the film also
contained the ‘porous’ part which deviates the whole anti-communistic,

male-centered and militaristic national consolidation.

Key word: Cultural Cold War, Anti-Communism, Militarism, Masculinity, A Dry-bones

and a Fatty Go to the Nonsan Training Station (1959)
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