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Abstract

A Study on the Reorganizing of Space Produced
in Korean Films(1988-1997)

Chung Tae Soo

Professor, Hanyang University

From the Seoul Olympic Games in 1988 to IMF Crisis in 1997, it was the
most severe and energetic time for the Korean films in the history. This is
because Korean films were influenced by two direct elements; one element is an
enforcement of a northward policy for hosting the Seoul Olympic Games and the
other is an introduction of Neo-liberalism imposed by America for breaking
through economical crisis in Korea. More in detail, with a northward policy, the
participation of countries in the Communist bloc. including the Soviet Union into
Seoul Olympic Games functioned as breaking the taboo that ideology maintained.
Also, Neo-liberalism led by America introducing large corporations and financial
capital fundamentally changed the system of production, distribution, and
screening in Korean film industry. These two conditions transformed not only the
whole ecology of Korean film industry but also meanings of space and places in
the film.

According to these changes, the theme of Korean films, originally exposed
within the rigid frame of anti-communist ideology, was expressed through
historical places and space with reflective consciousness and objective perspective.
Moreover, Neo-liberalism imposed by America played a pivotal role in making
merchandising movies, usually called Romantic Comedy. Especially, unlike the
past, social meaning of the space has been reduced or vanished in merchandising
films. In the past, social contradictions were revealed by contrasting visual

elements of different backgrounds and space, but in this period, the meaning of
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space was reorganized in limited way. Namely, space and places which
represented factual social structures in films were replaced by space and places
which exposed false awareness of middle-class ideology and culture of new
generation, resulted from Neo-liberalism and globalization. In conclusion, two

contrast values reflected on space and places in Korean films, coexisted in this

period.
Keywords :
Seoul Olympic Games, Neo-liberalism, Anti-Communist, Romantic Comedy,
g3t Merchandising Movies, Culture of New Generation
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