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Abstract

The Reformation of watching spaces through video
1987-1997

Kim, Keum Dong

Hanyang University
Jeong, Tae Soo
Hanyang University

Films that have not escape the cradle of theaters for long periods were
finally deviated from the public spaces and entered into private spaces
such as home after its onset. However, home-oriented films now return to
urban public spaces via mediums such as mobile phones along with the
development of media and its environmental change. This implies that
films are developed by the continuous spatial reformation. Therefore,
films are needed to be understood in the context of space, not simply in
terms of chronology. The development of films can be understood that
video, which is typically considered as “old-fashioned” media, is located
at a starting point as the media that encouraged the spatial reformation of
watching movie in terms of the relation with space.

Therefore, this paper will examine how urban public spaces were
changed as video was domesticated into private spaces, how video
industry reformed film-producing spaces, and a difference in two distinct
inspection culture between theaters and private spaces. As Barbara Klinger
argued that the film study should be oriented for the total history by

examining context surrounding films comprehensively, this paper aims for
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the total history by investigating distinct spaces such as industry spaces
including urban spaces in-between theaters and homes, video market, and
film production, film-viewing spaces at home as private spaces from
multiple layers and by surveying various contexts surrounding video
watching comprehensively. Thus, the total history of “reformation of
viewing spaces through video” aims for one of historical reconsiderations
to understand the current movie watching rapidly chaging in complicated

and diversified media environments.

Keywords :
Private space, Public space, Urban space, Film industry, Video industry,

Domestication, Audience class, Spatial reformation, Movie mania
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