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The Effect of Parent’s Forced Social Comparison on
Self-enhancement Motivation in Adolescence:
The Mediating Effects of Academic Stress and Academic
Inferiority and the Moderating Effects of Academic Self-concept

Son, Sun Kyoung Jo, Han Ik

Hanyang University

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the mediating effect of academic stress and inferiority on the
structural association between parent’s forced social comparison and self-enhancement motivation as well as
the moderated effects of the academic self-concept on the relation. Major finding in the study was that
the hypothesized model was fitted well to the data. In other words, the parent’s forced social comparison
positively influenced the academic stress and academic inferiority, respectively and, in turn, the both of
academic stress and academic inferiority showed positive effects on the self-enhancement motivation.
Additionally, mediational analysis exhibited that the parent’s forced social comparison showed a positive
effect on the self-enhancement motivation through the academic stress and academic inferiority. Finally, the

effects in the hypothesized model were different across the levels of the academic self-concept.

Key words : parent's forced social comparison, self-enhancement motivation academic stress, academic stress, academic

inferiority, academic self-concept, multiple group analysis
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