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2012 Presidential Election in Taiwan and
the Policy Direction of Ma Ying-jeou's New Government

Moon, Heungho
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coexistence

Taiwanese 2012 presidential election held as a two-way race between ‘KMT” and ‘DPP’
ended up Ma Ying-jeou’s victory. The DPP’s Tsai Ing-wen candidate couldn't overcome
her inferiority, even though she had tried to chase Ma Ying-jeou with her upright and
innovative images. The background of Taiwanese people’s choice of Ma Ying-jeou is that
people considered it inevitable to keep 1992 consensus and ECFA (Economic
Cooperation Framework Agreement). Ma Ying-jeou administration will firstly, after its
reelection, continue on expanding its peaceful coexistence and economic cooperation with
China. Secondly, it will accelerate ‘party to party’ contacts between KMT/CPP and
nongovernmental negotiation between SEF (Straits Exchange Foundation) / ARATS (The
Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Straits). Thirdly, it will push forward with
pragmatic diplomacy to teinforce its position as a ‘de facto sovereign state’, instead of
exhausting independent diplomacy. Especially, even though, Ma Ying-jeou will consider
the relationship with the U.S. as its first priority, he will try to refrain from policies that
could irritate China such as a large purchase of the U.S. weapons or going along with the

U.S.’s counter China policies.
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