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A Case of Guillain-Barré Syndrome Following I nfluenza Vaccination

Hee-Jin Kim, M .D., Jee Young Kim, M .D.*, Jeeyoung Oh, M .D.**, Kee Duk Park, M .D.*

Department of Neurology, Hanyang University College of Medicine,
Ewha Womans University School of Medicine*, Konkuk University School of Medicine**

A 55-year-old man with a history of preceding influenza vaccination was admitted complaining of bilater-
al weakness of lower extremities, headache, and disequilibrium. Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) was
diagnosed by the neurologic examination and electrophysiological studies. His symptoms progressed
relentlessly to the condition requiring mechanical ventilation but he showed near full recovery within two
months. Our case reminds us of the possible relationship of influenza vaccination and development of

GBS.
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Table 1. Nerve Conduction Studies
Hospital day 9 Hospital day 18
Latency (msec) Amplitude (mV/uV) CV?2(m/sec) Latency (msec) Amplitude (mV/uV) CV?(m/sec)
Motor Nerves
Median (RYL?)
Wrist 3.6/28 70177 6.7/5.9 06/19
Elbow 7.816.6 6.2/7.0 54.8/55.8 135/111 0.7/14 33.1/40.4
Axilla 10.2/9.4 6.2/7.1 65.8/57.9 17.0/15.0 0.7/14 38.6/34.6
Ulnar (RYL?)
Wrist 25/25 12.8/10.9 48/5.0 22137
Below elbow 6.4/6.3 10.1/89 59.0/55.8 10.4/11.2 12/22 41.1/34.7
Above elbow 76178 10.2/8.4 66.7 / 46.7 1247128 1.3/18 35.0/46.9
Axilla 9.8/9.7 95/79 55.5/56.8 15.1/14.8 10/16 38.9/475
Tibial (RYL?)
Ankle 35/35 11.7/120 57158 1.9/26
Popliteal fossa 11.8/12.2 59/83 45.2/44.3 22.0/19.2 04/04 23.0/25.7
Peroneal (RY/L?)
Ankle 49/4.6 29/27 9.1/95 1.2 /05
Below fibular head 125/11.3 0.8/15 38.8/44.0 NP*/18.4 NP*/0.2 NP*/34.8
Sensory Nerves
Median (RYL?)
Finger-Wrist 28126 16.0/21.0 45.7/46.2 NP/ 2.9 NP/ 4.8 45.6/40.7
Wrist-Elbow 4.0/4.0 46.0/57.0 51.8/53.0 45/4.0 6.1/4.0 45.6/48.0
Elbow-Axilla 23/21 34.0/42.0 55.7/52.4 27122 10.1/11.0 a4.4 1477
Ulnar (RYL?)
Finger-Wrist 25/25 11.0/20.0 43.2/44.8 NP*/ 2.7 NP*/ 6.6 NP*/37.8
Wrist-Elbow 45/4.2 71.0/76.0 51.6/53.6 50/4.7 12.0/8.7 47.0/45.7
Elbow-Axilla 22/19 77.0/97.0 53.6/53.7 23/20 28.0/17.0 52.2/59.0
Sural (RY/L?) 3.1/30 25.0/32.0 39.4/38.7 36/36 3.2/88 33.9/35.0

1. R:right, 2. L: left, 3. CV: conduction velocity, 4. NP: no potential, Abnormal values are written with bold letters.
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