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Dasan Jung Yakyong’s Theory of ldeal Residence

Jung Min*

This paper focused on Dasan’s thought on ideal residence through his
several writings. Arguments about ideal spatial construction of residence were
spreaded like a fad in 18, 19 century at Chosun. It was a current of
well-being pursuit to improve the quality of life.

How should resident space and surroundings of literary men be
constructed? Dasan had expressed his conceptions on ideal residence in his
writings repeatedly. He had devoted to cultivate and decorate his residence of
not only small house in Seoul but also house in the place of exile. He left
concrete remarks on a suitable arrangement and state of residence, the
interior disposition of house, its surroundings, and the constitution of
circumferences.

First, this paper researched the intellectuals’ theory types of ideal residence
in the late Chosun. The shapes of ideal space of ideal residence, which they
had dreamed, were actualized into wvaried types in their reality and
imagination. The points were condensed into a breakaway from the
complicated routine, the intimate life with nature and the groping mental
space, etc.

In these contexts, Dasan showed his theory of ideal residence in several

writings. He introduced the concrete and realizable space constitution such as

* A Professor in Dept. of Korean Language and Literature of Hanyang University
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position fixing, constitution of interior, and even surroundings and outlines.
Also he proposed a very practical direction on managing daily routine and
family budget in the living space. Dasan’s theory of ideal residence didn’t
stop at the ideological theories like other intellectuals, but possessed the
economic self-sufficiency which can surely be called as the self-sufficient

residence theory.

Key Words: Dasan, Ideal Residence, Yuinchup, Yukeoron, The self—sufficient
residence



