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Abstract

Bioautonomous emvironmental ethics of Tavism | Kim, Tae-yong

This is about studying on the environmental ethics of Tacism mainly based on
Taoism’s Bioautonomous. Taoism is the most comprehensive thought in the
traditional thoughts of East Asia. According to Taoism, every individual bio has its
own intrinsic value having nothing to do with the value estimated by human
beings since it has Daoxing. Human beings, however, have their own
bioautonomous which is different from other individual bio. In Taoism human
beings are independent for their lives. They do not depend on nature, but they can
control themselves. That is to say, their lives depend not on god but on their own
wills. The human beings’ bioautonomous includes two different meanings: one is
that human beings can use other individual bio as a tool for their eternal youth,
and the other is that human beings are the main character of realizing the intrinsic
value of universal bio and bringing harmony into each individual bio. In Taoism
the harmony of universal bio is considered as the top value. Realizing the value of
human beings is based on keeping harmonious order of universal bio and realizing
the value of other individual bio. the environmental ethics of Taoism is not
Biocentrism. Biocentrism argues that each individual bio has teleological center of
life, which pursues its own good in its own way, and possesses equal members of
Earth's community. As a result, human beings role and responsibility was reduced.
But Taoism insists on human beings' bioautonomous. And human beings should be
responsible for universal bio's harmony. Therefore the environmental ethics of
Taoism is not Biocentrism but Bioautonomous. Biocautonomous environmental ethics
of Taoism insists on human beings should be responsible being in relation with

other living beings. Because of this point, it can be a theory of biorecovery.

Key words: taoism, environmental ethics, biocentrism , intrinsic value, individual

bio, universal bio, bioautonomous.



