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Articulators Dimensions Gestures
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<Abstract>

A phonological study on the alternation of the special
stems in the Middle Korean

Cho SungMoon
(HanYang University)

This paper provides a new analysis of the special stems alternation in
the Middle Korean. The special stems has the various alternations in
conjugations of consonant and vowel suffix. For this purpose, the
framework of Dimensional Phonology(Avery & Idsardi 2001) is employed
for a satisfactory analysis. Dimensional Phonology can account for the
connection of tone and syllable as we need new inputs in this analysis.
And then, employing the lexical conservatism of Optimality
Theory(Steriade 1997), I will show how correct outputs can be obtained
for the alternation of special stems in the Middle Korean. Finally, I will
show the change of constraint ranking in the Comtemporary Korean
dialect.

Key words: special stem, the Middle Korean, Dimensional Phonology,

lexical conservation, Optimality Theory



