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Kim, Sung-Yeon, Lee, Soyoung, Lee, Won-Key & Lee, Jai Hee. (2008). Primary
school English teachers’ and students’ perspectives on increased instructional
hours. English Teaching, 63(4), 327-348.

Since 1997, the Korean Ministry of Education (MOE) has been implementing a primary
school English program for the 3™ to the 6™ grader as part of its globalization effort.
After ten years of implementation, this program has been criticized for a lack of
continuity between the primary and secondary school English curriculum. This problem
is largely ascribed to the insufficient instructional hours for English classes offered in
primary schools. Under the current system, 3™ and 4™ graders take English classes once
a week while 5™ and 6™ graders receive two classes per week. Accordingly, the MOE
has piloted a new program to increase the number of instructional hours of primary
school English classes. The present study surveyed 306 classroom teachers and 685
students who have participated in this pilot program to examine the positive and
negative aspects of the new initiative. The findings show that while the participants felt
that there was a clear need for increased instructional hours, they pointed out several
barriers to quickly adopting the program. The main barriers to implementing the
program were increased teaching load and a lack of highly qualified teachers.
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