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<Abstract>

Clinical Legal Education in Korean Law Schools:
Agendas and Approaches

Chan Un Park

After onerous discussion that raged on for the last 10 years, the statute establishing
law schools in Korea was passed at the National Assembly in July 2007. A number of
universities across the country eager to establish their own law schools have been
hustling preparations to obtain authorization from the government. These universities have
announced their new plans of vast investment for facilities and enlargement of their
faculties.

The author is, however, concerned about the fact that legal education in the newly
adopted law school system has not yet been sufficiently discussed, although the law
school system is aimed to prepare students for success in law practice. In particular,
clinical legal education is hardly known to Korean legal academics, as well as to
practicing lawyers.

In this vein, the article introduces the actual clinical legal education in the United
States and in Japan and explores possible model of clinical legal education for Korean law
schools. In particular, the Japanese clinical legal education is stressed, for Japan’'s
experiences adopting law school system into its legal system provides precious references
for Korea.

Firstly, the US clinical legal education has been discussed. According to the study by
the author, the clinical legal education has become a major course in the most law
schools in the U.S. The clinical legal education can be categorized into three different
types, including legal clinics on campus, simulation courses for lawyering and externship
programs.

While the history of law schools in Japan is relatively short, yet the Japanese law
schools have developed clinical legal education comparable to that of the United States.
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The Japanese clinical legal education can be classified into tree types. The first type is
the so—called "legal clinic,"in which law school students are involved in actual cases for
clients under the close supervision of clinical professors in a law offices attached or
associated with their law schools. The second type is the simulation. While students are
not involved in any actual cases, students study with case materials under supervision of
professors. The role play method may also be used in simulation. The third one is
externship, in which law students are engaged in legal practice outside their law schools
for a certain period. The institutions for externship may include law offices, governments,
non-governmental organizations, international organizations and legal departments of
corporations. Then the problems in clinical legal education and agendas to overcome the
problems are discussed.

Finally the author makes suggestions to introduce clinical legal education to law schools
in Korea. Given the analysis and comparison of the clinical legal education of the United
States and of Japan, it would be best for Korean law schools to adopt such legal
education methods. Without doubt, Korean law school systems cannot be successful
without clinical legal education for students, as students are expected to practice after law
schools. To this end, bar associations including Korean Bar Association should play a
major role for the successful clinical legal education in law schools, for example, by
developing and recommending guidelines for clinical legal education in law schools or by

establishing cooperation with law schools.

Key words : law school;, clinical education, clinical legal education, legal clinic;
simulation;, externship
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