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[ Abstract]

Lee Gan's Theory of “The Unity of Principle and

Vital Force’ and Im Seong—ju’s Criticism on It.

Kim, Yong Hun*

The purpose of this paper is to clarify Lee Gan(4*3)’s thesis of ‘the unity of
principle and vital force (BE5[AE) and ‘the coincidence of mind and nature(:C»
P:—%%)’, and examine Im Seong—ju’s criticism on it. Discussing the non—issuance
state of the mind, Lee Gan emphasized the thesis of ‘the unity of principle
and vital force’ and ‘the coincidence of mind and nature’, which implies that
the human nature(or principle) will be good actually only if human mind(or
vital force) becomes good. At the same time he separated principle from vital
force and pointed it in domain of comparing human nature and things’
nature. It means that the thesis of the unity of principle and vital force has
not been applied consistently in the two realm. Im Seong—ju(fF2H),
penetrating the dislocation found in Lee’s theory, criticised him for being out
of touch with the ultimate source and insisted that thesis of ‘the unity of
principle and vital force’ and ‘the coincidence of mind and nature’ is a real

law working consistently anywhere in this world.

Key words: The Unity of Principle and Vital Force, The Coincidence of
Mind and Nature, Human Nature, Things Nature, The

Non—issuance State of the Mind

* Professor, Department of Philosophy, Hanyang University.
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