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The Mediating Effect of Self-Construal on the
Separation-Individuation and

Marital Intimacy of Newlywed Couples
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The purpose of the study is to examine the mediation effect of self-construal on the

separation-individuation and marital intimacy of newlywed couples. Data were obtained from 370
newlyweds. The statistical analyses yielded the following results. First, individuation and symbiosis, the
subfactors of separation-individuation, both had a significant influence on marital intimacy. Second,
individuation significantly influenced both independent and interdependent self-construal, whereas symbiosis
significantly influenced only interdependent self-construal. Third, only independent self-construal influenced
marital intimacy significantly. Fourth, individuation influenced marital intimacy both directly and indirectly
through the mediation of independent self-construal. Symbiosis only had a direct influence on marital

intimacy, and no mediating effect was found in the relationship between symbiosis and marital intimacy.

Key words : newlywed couple, separation-individuation, self~onstrual, mavital intimacy
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