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[Abstract)

A study on Service (A% Regulations of Official Slaves Selected
and Sent up to the Capital (#F) in the Early Joseon Dynasty

So, Soon-Kyu*

There are many studies on the service system of the Joseon Dynasty. However, there
are not relatively many studies on slaves selected and sent up to each central capital
bureau and their service. Aspects of operation of the official salve system and the ar-
rangement process of the obligation and service regulations of tribute-paying slaves,
slaves selected and sent up to the capital, and service slaves in the Joseon dynasty were
clarified through the existing studies. However, the obligation and service regulations
of these slaves leave place for reconsidering several things. This thesis traced the ar-
rangement process of the service regulations of slaves selected and sent up to the cap-
ital in the early Joseon Dynasty and their obligations according to the process and
drew the conclusions that are somewhat different from those of the existing studies.

According to the regulations of the slaves selected and sent up to the capital that
were arranged in earnest since the reign of Taejong of Joseon, slaves selected and sent
up to the capital were imposed on the slaves () who reside in local areas and two
female slaves, the sustainers, were provided for them. The slaves selected and sent up
to the capital serviced three times taking turns and generally, the service period was
6 months. However, these slaves’ turn was various according to the situations that
each capital bureau had them. Accordingly, their obligations were various. The num-
ber of service of the slaves selected and sent up to the capital was changed to 11 times
for the local areas and 13 times for Gyeonggi in the reign of Danjong of Joseon as it
was drastically increased. Accordingly, the slaves selected and sent up to the capital
serviced for 6 months per 5 or 6 years. This number was again reduced and changed
to 7 times in the reign of Seongjong of Joseon and the relevant contents were recorded

in National Code (Gyeongguk daejeon). A service period shortened from 6 months to

* Course of Taehaksa, The Academy of Korean Studies.
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3 in the reign of Jungjong of Joseon.

Meanwhile, there continued to be payment for military service substitution about
service of the slaves selected and sent up to the capital. The royal court that had put
a ban on payment for military service substitution at first legally allowed it since the
reign of Seongjong of Joseon and made the state decide payment for corvee service
on the basis of public opinions. The then official price of the state was 32 meters of
cotton cloth as the service price of one month. The service price that was actually
used in non-official circles was the level that exceeded this. However, seeing that the
service price of one month is 32 meters of cotton cloth in the materials that show the
situations of the late 16th century, it can be thought that the service price of the na-

tional official price was social custom.

Keywords: Slave, Official slave, Slave selected and sent up to the capital (G£L), Service
(AfR), Payment for service substitution (f£3z), Payment for corvee service ({3zfB).
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