
“Publish or perish.” Scientists are eager to publish their 
work to be recognized by others in their field. These 
achievements are closely connected to promotion in 
academic societies and to financial support for further 
research. Thus, physician scientists are always on the 
lookout for a good venue to publish their findings.

Peer-reviewed journals are the most representative for-
mal pathway of publication in medical research. They are 
rapidly increasing in number, especially with the emer-
gence of online/web publishing. Consequently, scientific 
medical journals have to compete with one another to 
publish high quality articles. Authors and readers also 
need to be cautious about junk publishers and/or preda-
tory journals [1].

How do we recognize decent journals and articles? Ci-
tation indexes between publications have been used to 
indicate the quality of an article or journal, with impact 
growing as the number of citation increases. Scopus and 
Journal Citation Reports (Web of Science) are the major 
global citation databases, and they annually calculate 
citation indices in the form of CiteScore and Journal 
Impact Factor, respectively. To have a citation index, the 
journal has to be listed in Scopus and Journal Citation 
Reports. For this, the journal must pass an evaluation and 

selection process based on timeliness, editorial conven-
tions, peer review, citation, and international diversity or 
geographic representation [2,3].

Kidney Research and Clinical Practice, the official jour-
nal of the Korean Society of Nephrology, was originally 
launched in 1982 as a domestic publication (The Korean 
Journal of Nephrology) and was published as a full Eng-
lish version from the first issue of 2012, in order to glob-
ally expand our readership by reaching an international 
level of quality. First, we renamed our journal to cover 
both basic science and clinical nephrology. A new web-
site was prepared for readers to have a free access to our 
journal. Electronic submission and peer review systems 
were developed. Our editorial board comprised domestic 
and international members with substantial academic 
achievements.

However, English editing was a challenge for our edito-
rial staff because English was not their native tongue. To 
maintain the highest level of editorial conventions, mul-
tiple editing processes were set up using our own styles. 
Authors were encouraged to use professional language 
editing services prior to submission. During our review 
processes, we checked the grammar and style as well as 
the scientific quality. After acceptance, manuscripts un-
dergo editing by another professional English-language 
editing and proofreading service before the author proof 
stage. Ethical standards for publication were also consid-
ered.

With these efforts, Kidney Research and Clinical Prac-
tice was listed in Scopus in its early phases. According to 
the CiteScore, we ranked the 19th among 59 nephrology 
journals listed in Scopus in 2019. Our updated CiteScore 
was 4.4 on November 8, 2020, representing a major leap. 
Fig. 1 shows the trend of CiteScore, SCImago Journal 
Rank, and Journal Impact Factor from 2017 to 2019.

Consistent with this, we received good news from the 
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Web of Science that Kidney Research and Clinical Prac-
tice was selected for coverage in the Science Citation 
Index Expanded (SCIE) and Current Contents/Clinical 
Medicine (Urology & Nephrology) on November 4, 2020. 
This coverage in SCIE is underway, beginning with ar-
ticles published since 2018. Our Journal Impact Factor, 
which was informally calculated at the end of 2019, was 
2.89. It is expected to exceed 3.0 this year.

In accordance with the second stage of Kidney Research 
and Clinical Practice, our editorial board was updated 
to reflect the needs of a high impact journal. The new 
editor-in-chief and younger editors will devote them-
selves to recruiting high quality articles and to producing 
well-crafted publications. International members of the 
editorial board will also play a more active role, and more 
international reviewers will be recruited to participate in 

our peer review process.
East Asia including China, Taiwan, Japan, and South 

Korea has a high burden of kidney failure compared with 
other areas of the world. A large number of patients are 
undergoing kidney replacement therapy, and the cost 
is enormous [4]. East Asian physician scientists are thus 
very active in kidney research and publish many papers 
in high impact journals. I hope that Kidney Research and 
Clinical Practice continues to be a well-reputed venue for 
sharing their academic results with a global readership 
and for helping translate their advancements in knowl-
edge into clinical practice.
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Figure 1. Journal metrics of Kidney Research and Clinical 
Practice (KRCP) shows the trend of Journal Impact Factor, Ci-
teScores, and SCImago Journal Rank from 2017 to 2019. The 
Journal Impact Factors were informally calculated by the editorial 
board of KRCP.


